Our meetings are normally held at
7:00 PM (social hour at 6:30) the 4th
Wednesday of the month. Location is
Round Table Pizza; Madison &
Greenback.

New Members and guests are always
welcome.

Call 989-1133 to order in advance.
Don't forget to ask for the AIM
discount.

Cabo Pulmo Trip ~ Nov 14-21

AIM General Meeting ~ TUESDAY, Nov 24
AIM Business Meeting ~ NEW DATE! Dec 1

AIM Holiday Party ~ Dec. 19
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Be sure to visit AIM's
website at

http://www.sacaim.org

AQUATIC IMAGE MAKERS

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA [ K

Please join in the last
mini-competition of
2009!" “Camouflage”
is the topic.

Facilitators: Tom & Holger
Trip Reports

~Joe & Carol just returned
from the Solomon Islands!
Water was 83 degrees and
air was mid-80's. Vis
ranged from 100’ to 40'.
There were excellent hard
coral reefs. In addition to
spending time on some of
the very remote Islands;
Carol & Joe also enjoyed
the live-aboard “Spirit of
Solomon”.

~Holger had an awesome
cold water dive at Van
Damme. He experienced
40’ vis and 48 degree
water.

~Here’s a warning — be
careful who you talk to
when making plans for a
dive trip. Paul & Sandy
went to Kona to dive on
the Aggressor and were

quite surprised by the
presence of Pam Wade &
Barbara Bloom! Sounds
like a great time was had
by all; once Paul & Sandy
recovered......

Barbara Leary unveiled the
beautiful AIM Calendars
and many of us bought
several. See Page 2 for
more calendar info.

Marty Snydermann is
coming to Dolphin Dive
Shop on Jan. 30 for a one-
day class. Friday evening;
Jan. 29 there is a “meet &
greet” at Dolphin.

All AIM Members need to
give some serious thought
to a new AIM website.
Please check out some
websites and let us know
what you like. See a list of
websites on the sidebar,
page 2.

Our feature presentation is
“To be determined”.....stay
tuned!

Carl Sweet has graciously
offered his home for the
Dec. 19 Finger-Food
Holiday Party.

Our 10-minute
presentation was to be
the last mini-competition
of the year. That has
been postponed until our
next meeting; November
24,

Our feature presenters
were Chuck & Sharon.
Chuck took us on their
Kona Aggressor trip via
his slide presentation and
we were able to get up-
close-and-personal with a
manta night dive courtesy
of Sharon’s video.



http://www.sutterphoto.com/

http://www.sierracameraclub.com/

http://www.eldoradocameraclub.com/

http://www.placercameraclub.org/

http://www.slocameraclub.org/about.shtml

http://www.photoclubofdavis.org/

http://southfloridacameraclub.com/about/

http://www.cupsonline.net/

http://www.hups.org/

Here’s a question.......

What did “Animated Man” Craig say to Barbara Leary when he first laid
eyes on our 2010 AIM Calendar?

“wow”

This is by far the very best yet. The colors are vivid and the images sharp
and clear — they even have the new AIM Logo.

Everyone who has their pictures published in this year’'s calendar should be
very proud and by all means be sure to thank Barbara who, single
handedly, worked hours on the project. THANK YOU Barbara. The
calendar is BEAUTIFUL.

Get your 2010 AIM Calendars NOW!
Available at the October AIM meeting
At the bargain price of $16

AIM CALENDAR COVER IMAGE, by Joe Herrlie

BUSINESS MEETING TO BE HELD IN DECEMBER

Tuesday, December 1 ~~ 7PM at Round Table
It's the last business meeting of the year! This GRITICAL
meeting to discuss the plans for 2010.

Calendar of events, training session, the websiiteot out
dates/subjects, travel plans, leaders for 2010 aridt! This is your
organization and everyone’s input is needed.



OUR MISSION STATEMENT submitted by Carol Herrlie

AIM’s MISSION STATEMENT Revisited... Many of your may not even know that we had such a statement. Look it
over .. this is what AIM was designed to be and.. we are pretty much on track. This was created about 10 years ago by
the charter members.. many of which are still very active in AIM. Our membership has evolved yet our MISSION
STATEMENT stands pretty true to what we are about. Some minor revisions may be made, however, 10 years ago
there was a vision and.. it is still good today. In 2010 it will be wonderful to focus on more the organizations guidelines.
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Transfer of these images (technically amiss).. so go there to see them all .. they are sharp, well displayed and.. worth
a visit indeed. 14 of some of our finest member’s work. That being said, we all agreed that this show demonstrates the
talent of our members. We should all enter more contests and start pulling in the awards... we are good group!



What are they looking at? A MUST SEE is the way the pictures are hung. Wonderful
system.... That is all this author will say.. see for yourself.. Very creative, flexible and... very cool!

Images of

photographers present with their work*

*Carl Sweet also has an image hanging, but he was Mr. Social Butterfly and missed a photo of him with his picture.

He had personalized labels made for his home made wine with one of his winning shots..

We have all come a long way from our first “art show” and it shows. Very professional presentation. The reception was
very nice with nice cheese and crackers provided by Carl and Diane. Diane set a very fun and “marine” theme table of
goodies. Carol presented a Power Point Program with many pictures above and below the water about AIM. AIM’s
“Mission Statement” formulated in our first year help guide the presentation with a history of AIM and how we are
following our plan...we are doing pretty good. 3 video programs were shown after the formal presentation. One from
Carol, another from Barbara about the Secret Lives of Seahorses taken while on a dry dive at the Monterey Aquarium
and another from a wet dive with Mantas from Kona. One technical glitch with laptop communicating to the projector
prohibited our first glimpse of Karen Manly’s new HD video work. This was disappointing for all.



Joe and Carol visit the Solomon Islands...

It was great fun....lots of schools of fish and interesting topography with caves and overhangs. Wonderful bunch of
people from Australia (actually two Aussie guys who hardly drank a beer... guess not all Aussies are alike.), Spain,
NYC, Colorado, Florida.. a great mix. The crew and the boat, The Spirit of Solomon’s, were both great. We dove from
“tinnies”, Austrian for an aluminum skiff. Wonderful layout and easy to dive from. Most dive sites were maybe 3
minutes from the mother ship. We could dive our dive and computers and the tinnie was waiting for us. Most dives
were 70-75 minutes. We dove 4-5 dives per day. Great place for dive junkies. A definite dive, eat, sleep/or tinker with
camera gear kind of place.

The fish life was good.....many schools. You cannot compare the critter life of the Solomon’s to Indonesia as the
Solomon site seemed to lacks a lot of the odd critters that seem to be in mass in Indonesia. That being said we had
sharks, turtles, manta rays and lots of fish.



The Spirit of
Solomon is the sister ship to the Bilikiki. On the Bilikiki all the cabins were exactly the same: twin/twin and equal sized.
On the Spirit, all cabins are a little different.... Which can lead to petty “my room is not as good as your room” stuff. It
has cabins for singles which are nice for a single person...you pay the same and get your own room. They can hold 2
people as these cabins have 2 bunks. They are SMALL... very small, each has a sink. They share 3 showers and 2
toilets. At first... SMALL is all you see, then you adjust. It is nice to have the privacy, sharing a bath is not a bad deal.
Singles get this cabin without paying single supplement so it does have that advantage. We liked the gathering area
on the Spirit much better as it had a dining area on top and you could watch the beauty of the islands float by. Plus:
the boat is nicer re: dining and working and hanging out space.... Much better.

Crew on both are
delightful...caring, good guides, safe. Food on the Spirit was excellent. The itinerary we had was wonderful.. good
variety of dives and the visits from the locals was.... Wonderful. Every day we would pass a village and they would
come out with dugout canoes laden with flowers and fresh produce. It was wonderful.. kind and happy smiles all the
time. It was great. Polite kids with unsolicited “thank yous” flowed freely when something was given to them. Well
mannered, appreciative all the time.



Honiara is a pit... but you won't be staying there. We did meet some ex-Pats from Sidney that lived and worked there.
We were introduced to the local coffee shop... Lemon Lounge in Honiara.. all professional business types having
lunch and coffee. Coffee and food was...very good. Hotel stays in Honiara are nice, normal touristy spots and VERY
expensive. $200 a night for a regular kind of room. Hostiles are available at a much better rate.

The Honiara’s Domestic airport is... disgusting... It is a necessary stop for getting out into some of the isolated village
spots and Eco Lodges like Wilderness Lodge and Uepi Resort...both were wonderful places to stay.. those details to
be reserved for a nice presentation in 2010...

Critter sightings very good... fishy for bigger reef characters but | felt lacked the bizarre and even not so bizarre
normal ones... We saw no leaf scorpion fish, no frog fish, ornate pipefish, and those muck site things | really like. . We
did one muck dive (A clean muck spot) the last dive and it was wonderful.. Robust pipefish which | will take credit for
finding. There were lots of different sand gobies: normal, golden, 2-spot (so cute!!) and sand divers. Not those “lizard
fish” but ones that look like pale, almost translucent eel like fish...pretty cool and skittish. | have them on video to be
edited ...... later. A few nudibranchs, normal anemone shrimps and lots of anemone fish... Endemic: bonnet style one.
.. All very cute and abundant. You may see mantas, turtles, sharks, mobulas. (??sp) hump head wrasses, barracudas
(lots) and big schools of jacks. Tuna too. Like | said... real fishy. Pam will have a grand time counting them next
spring.

It is a go back place for me.... | was video camera hindered. The camera was fine. The housing is... tired. Currently at
the Backscatter Hotel, in ICU on life support so | hear. | want to do with a real, functioning camera.... Looking forward
to presenting a show on this fun place...the boat, the people on the boat and especially the locals make this a place to

go back and see more.

Underwater images by Joe. Topside and story by Carol.



