Our meetings are normally held at
7:00 PM (social hour at 6:30) the 4th
Wednesday of the month. Location is
Round Table Pizza; Madison &
Greenback.

New Members and guests are always
welcome.

Call 989-1133 to order in advance.
Don't forget to ask for the AIM
discount.

AIM General Meeting ~ Oct 28

Unitarian Image Display & Reception~Nov 12
Pigeon Point Lighthouse ~ cancelled
Cabo Pulmo Trip ~ Nov 14-21

AIM General Meeting ~ TUESDAY, Nov 24

AIM Business Meeting ~ Dec 3
AIM Holiday Party ~ Dec. 19
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Be sure to visit AIM's
website at

http://www.sacaim.org
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Please join in the last
mini-competition of
2009!" “Camouflage”
is the topic. See pages
4 & 5 for more details.

Facilitators: Tom & Glenn
Trip Reports

~Howard visited Aruba
where the currents were
very active, fish-life fair,
and water color was
beautiful.

~Dennis went down the
American River during the
“American River Cleanup”
and found a working
underwater camera.

~Paul went to Pt. Lobos
where the water temp was
51 degrees and flat as a
piece of glass. He went to
the outer pinnacles and
enjoyed 40 foot visibility.

Carol recapped the AIM
Film Festival on the
Mountain — our biggest
success ever! AIM

Calendar info can be found

on page 2.

Our last mini-competition
of this year is coming up —
more on page 4 & 5.

The Unitarian Church
Display is approaching!
Videos and slide
presentations can also be
shown at the reception on
Nov. 12. Glenn Marshall
is helping to coordinate
AIM’s patrticipation.

The Cabo Pulmo trip is
FULL! 20 AIM members
are attending. Pre-flight
party is at Michelle
Reeves’ home on Oct. 30.

Marty Snydermann is
coming to Dolphin Dive
Shop on Jan. 30 for a
one-day class. Friday,
Jan. 29 there is a “meet &
greet” at Dolphin.

Holger recently reported
the Pigeon Point
Lighthouse lighting on

Our feature presenters
are a mystery. Goto
page 5 and see if you
can identify them.
HINT: they are AIM
members.

Nov. 14 has been
cancelled due to budget
issues.

Carl Sweet has graciously
offered his home for the
Dec. 19 Finger-Food
Holiday Party.

Our 10-minute presenter
was Karen Kessel's “Best
of Dives” slideshow,
complete with a fake
picture contest. Barbara
Bloom won an awesome
octopus graphic made by
Karen for correctly
identifying the fake image.

Our feature presentation
was a video “Celebrate
what'’s right with the
world” featuring Dewitt
Jones and his superb
images. We want to
thank Craig’s friend
Sharon Dennis for
making this video-
viewing possible!



http://www.sutterphoto.com/

http://www.sierracameraclub.com/

http://www.eldoradocameraclub.com/

http://www.placercameraclub.org/

http://www.slocameraclub.org/about.shtml

http://www.photoclubofdavis.org/

http://southfloridacameraclub.com/about/

http://www.cupsonline.net/

http://www.hups.org/

Here’s a question.......

What did “Animated Man” Craig say to Barbara Leary when he first laid
eyes on our 2010 AIM Calendar?

“wow”

This is by far the very best yet. The colors are vivid and the images sharp
and clear — they even have the new AIM Logo.

Everyone who has their pictures published in this year’'s calendar should be
very proud and by all means be sure to thank Barbara who, single
handedly, worked hours on the project. THANK YOU Barbara. The
calendar is BEAUTIFUL.

Get your 2010 AIM Calendars NOW!
Available at the October AIM meeting
At the bargain price of $16

AIM CALENDAR COVER IMAGE, by Joe Herrlie




A Beautiful Sea Full of Surprises by Holger

Great diving over the Columbus Day weekend at Van Damme - 30+ feet of visibility down to 90" or so! Our group free-
dove and tank-dove both Saturday and Sunday. In a large group of kayaks (there must have been at least 10 of us)
we first paddled out to the rocks at the north end of the cove to get our abs. Floating on the surface, one could clearly
make out the mollusks 20-25’ below. Limits were quickly gotten, possibly spurred on by the rather cold water that was
about 50 degrees at the surface and about 48 at 60' and below. While tank-diving out of Jack’s inflatable later that
morning (‘thank you’ Jack!), | did see my first ab measuring well over 10 inches. It was out of my freediving range,
however, at 62 feet.

But here's the best part about diving on Saturday: anchoring at the wall running straight out toward the buoy past the
rocks on the south side of Van Damme, | was the first one to drop off the boat into the water. The plan was to dive the
wall - the bottom was at 62' at this part of the wall closer to the beach (it's still almost a 1/4 mile off the beach, so too
far to swim for most from the beach). | was going to dive solo, hoping to shoot a couple of fish for dinner. This was
also my first time diving this wall, so | was looking forward to exploring it for future reference. Anyway, once in the
water, | quickly dropped down to the bottom and landed on what appeared to be the largest abalone I'd ever seen. |
held my speargun next to it so that | had some reference to measure at the surface. It easily extended 2 inches
beyond my outstretched fingers in thick gloves.

Just then, | felt a presence over my right shoulder - mind you, | hadn't shot any fish yet. It's a very strange feeling to
have, this ‘presence’ thing. Well, | turned to look and found myself almost face to face with a very thick and rather
large shark! In what seemed only a split second, my thoughts went from "very big fish!" to "oh no, it's a LARGE
shark!", to "phew.... it's NOT a Great White!" To tell you the truth, | didn't know what kind of shark it was. It was a
mere 5-7' away from me on a course to pass by me at that same distance. It had a blunt nose, no teeth showing, was
a rather light grey on top and whitish on the bottom, was very stout to almost fat, and had a swept-back tail fin much
taller on the top than bottom. There seemed to be no excitement or agitation in this beautiful creature as it slowly
swam by me. It was clearly longer than | was, so | am guessing maybe 8 feet and roughly 300# - difficult to guess, as
| was fully mesmerized by it. Having realized that it wasn't THE Landlord, | started swimming after it, following it for a
good 5 seconds - it seemed in no hurry whatsoever. But then it was gone.

So here | was by myself at almost 60', wondering what to do next. Do | go hunting and put blood in the water? Do |
tell my wife and others still on the boat about what | just saw (my wife would have skipped the dive)? Well, | decided
to stick around and explore the wall. Maybe the shark would come back? After about 5 minutes | came across a nice
lingcod and shot it after all - whatever was meant to happen was going to happen anyway. The rest of the dive went
rather uneventful, though, the shark never coming back into visibility. Unfortunately, no one else in our group saw it.
Back on land, with Pam’s help we looked it up in a West Coast fish i.d. book. Turned out to be a Sixgill Shark
Hexanchus griseus, typically a deep water species. As such, this dive rates as one of my all-time best cold water
dives. Of course, it would have been even better with a camera at the ready rather than a useless speargun.




Quarterly-Plus** Still Image and Video Competitions:

Themes have been selected by “The Business Meetiiiendees: BMAs”. When the voting occurs, not only
should the quality of the images be considered baiso how well they fit the theme. Themes apply tdi# and
video. With video, the development of the theme ithe brief “story” will be judged. LET'S ALL MAKE THIS A
GRAND SUCCESS BY ENTERING...

YOU GET POINTS JUST FOR PARTICIPATION
AND MORE IF YOUR ENTRY IS PICKED 1 *2" or 3“...SO GO OVER THOSE IMAGES TODAY!

FEBRUARY 25" APRIL 22" Note this JUNE 24TH OCTOBER 28th
In honor of is the 4" Wed of the
Valentine's Month: month...not the last!
Romance Schools What is it? Camouflage
Deadline: Fri 2/20 Deadline: Fri 4/17 Deadline: Fri6/19 Deadline: Fri 10/23

Still/Digital Cateqgories: Novice and Open: For the first year participantscan choose their category based on
personal experience, previous winning competitiongnd their comfort level—this is key. You choose #
category. After the first year, the winner of the rovice category will move to open.

Still images - Any underwater or split image (partabove & part below water) can be submitted. At thigime,
topside images are not included.

FORMATING AND ENTERING DIGITAL ENTRIES:

You can do anything you want with the images or sub mit them “as is”. The images should be 700___
pixels on the long side _ and a resolution of about 100dpi . The final image can be about 1 megabyte

in size. Save as a JPEG (.jpq) file . When saving the jpeg image, if it asks what quali  ty setting you
want, set it to the maximum. _ Attach the image to an email and send it by email to Glenn Marshall.
visualescapes@yahoo.com He will put them in a Power Point or similar progra  m for presenting at the
meetings. Be sure your name is on the file. See be  low.

Entries must be (no exceptions...we are starting off with a firm dedline..) submitted no later than 5:00 pm the
Friday prior to the meeting. FOR OCTOBER: THE DEADLINE IS October 28th 5PM Example:
JohnSmith_Whatlislt Send them electronically. Glenrwill acknowledge that your image was received by a
return email confirmation. If you do not hear from him... call. All video entries can be brought on £D/DVD
to the meeting or sent to Glenn by the deadline. the format cannot be played on the computer for apreason,
with regrets the entry will not be entered. Be surdt works!

Video Cateqgory. Only one level. The video length is to be from 3§econds to no more than 1.5 minutes. This is
to include any lead-in, credits, and transitions. fink TV commercial... how to tell your story in a shat

amount of time. Minimal topside seconds can be uséfineeded to tell your story. The exact amount wasot
specified... Majority, at least 80-90% needs to be underwater.




FORMATING AND ENTERING VIDEO ENTRIES: Bring your en try on a flash drive, CD/DVD or other
format that can be quickly added to a lap top for vewing. If possible entries should be entered on eraptop to
provide smooth flow when presentingGoal for the video group this year.... learn howlex&onically send video
in high quality for viewing.

MEMBERS ONLY: Participating members need to be current, paid metmers to participate. Member should
be present at the meeting, however if unable to a&nhd, you can still enter. We do encourage attendaedut do
understand that sometimes missing a meeting cannbé avoided. We all want as many members to be inwad.

VOTING: All attendees at the meeting will be given 1(one)liot. It is on the honor system that no member or
guest complete two ballots. Everyone can vote forithages.... Their two favorites. Each vote is equallyaited.
The competition will be held early in the meetingad allow for the votes to be counted. At the complien of the
guest speaker/presentation for the night the winnexrwill be announced.

Points will be awarded as follows: First place 3 Second place 2 ; Third place 1 ; Participated 1

Points will be tabulated throughout the year for al competitions held.. Quarterly at the AIM meetings Special
events when official competitions are held (ie: Apktrip to Coloma).

Top winners: 1%, 2 and 3¢ places in both the Still and Video category will b announced at the
Christmas/Holiday Party. Ties will be TIES... 2 awads will be given for TIES... this means there candomore
than 1 first, second and third place winners... thigear. We will revisit tie breakers options in 2010.

Mystery Feature Presenters........

They haven’t changed a bit!! Who are they?



