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Our meetings are normally held at 
7:00 PM (social hour at 6:30) the 4th 
Wednesday of the month.   
Location is Round Table Pizza; 
Madison & Greenback. 
 
New Members and guests are always 
welcome. 
 
Call 989-1133 to order in advance. 
Don’t forget to ask for the AIM 
discount. 
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AIM Business Meeting ~                    Apr. 21 

AIM General Meeting ~                     Apr. 27 

Spring Shootout ~                           Apr. 30  

AIM General Meeting ~                     May 25 

AIM Film Festival ~                           Aug.  6 

Yosemite Weekend ~                  Oct. 29 - 30 
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We are going to hear from 
a special guest, Gina 
Flaharty who will share tips 
on how to stay healthy 
while traveling.  Her 
presentation is “Wellness 
Travel”. 
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Be sure to visit AIM’s 
website at 
http://www.sacaim.org 

Karen Kessel and Jan 
Casey were feature 
presenters and 
introduced us all to 
"Swimmers, Crawlers & 
Colors of Sogod Bay". 

Next stop was “Wild 
California” via Dennis 
Wade. 

But wait! Our travels 
weren’t over yet.  Dave 
Roper took us to a 
fireworks convention he 
attended at Lake 
Havasu, Arizona. 

Thanks to all the 
presenters who make 
every AIM meeting so 
interesting. 

 

                           Barbara Leary 

Last month, I was 
unable to fit all of the 
great mini-comp 
“Abstract” entries into 
the Newsletter.  Here 
are a few more….. 

Artwork by Karen Kessel 

We will have our second 
Mini-Competition of the 
year.  The theme is “Things 
in Pairs” – have you sent 
your image and/or video 
confirmation emails to 
Glenn?  See page 7 & 8 for 
more details. 

 

Glenn Marshall 

 

Stacy Nguyen 

 

Carol Herrlie 

 

Michelle Reeves 
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Trio of Lady AIM Seahorses Plus 1 reporting 
in from Kasawari, Lembeh Straits, Indonesia . 
By Carol Herrlie with collaborations from Leilani & Barbara B. 

 
Last Fall a few of us AIM-Seahorses spent a few days in 
Kasawari as part of an Indonesian sampler to Lembeh Straits, 
Raja Ampat and Ambon. One Miss Leilani was off on a medical 
conference.. studying hard in .. Australia. Upon our return she 
just knew she needed an Indonesian Fix so wondered if anyone 
would go back with her in the spring. Well….that took about 5 
seconds to make it happen. Here we are!  Our trio left 
Sacramento and joined up with an honorary Seahorse from 

Texas, Pam Walt. 12 hours of fun, movies, airplane cuisine and naps between SFO to Singapore 
was a perfect start. Weary from too many giggles we needed to rest before our next flight so 
checked into the Transit Hotel for a welcome 6 hour rest. We then boarded a shorter flight to 
Manado where we were warmly greeted like old family by the friendly and familiar faces. After a 
45 minutes transfer we arrived to our home for two weeks. Bungalows inviting and tropical 
breezes and the sound of Barbara around every turn “I love this place!”. became her mantra. It 
did not take long before we had our cameras all set up and ready for those incredible Lembeh 
Strait critters..  

 
The start of a new series of images is just getting started… I’ve named it… That’s Odd !...or it 
could be ”The Good, the Bad and the Oh So Ugly Your Beautiful “ series. Odd and beautiful is too 
simple to explain these critters. … Here are a few of what we are seeing as the adventure begins. 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Leilani:“If I didn't have my camera....I wouldn't 
believe myself!” 

 

Leilani & “The Beast” by Carol 

 

“The Beast” by Carol 

 

Pink Bulb-tipped Anemone 

By Carol          
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Alison and I just got back from southwestern Florida and the Florida Keys where we were mostly 
sightseeing as we'd never been there before. We did dive one day, a two tank boat dive out of 
Key Largo with a dive shop recommended to me by some local divers I met in the Philippines. 
The shop was Scuba Do and they have a smaller boat, never taking out more than 10 divers for 
two tank dives. As it turned out, Alison and I were the only divers on this trip out to Molasses 
Reef. We were warned about a lot of surge and YES, it was! Diving at depths of only 25 to 35 feet 

it was not possible to avoid the surge; ugh, seasickness set in 
but not enough to stop the dive. We were very pleasantly 
surprised to find large schools of fish, turtles, spadefish in 
abundance, goliath groupers, just about everything on those 
little plastic dive cards in the Florida shops. And the soft coral 
was abundant, very pretty, swaying in the surge.  

The biggest disappointment was the random, poorly done 
development in Key Largo and the Cape Coral area with lots of 
failing strip malls, and loss of mangroves. We did enjoy a great 
hike through the Fakahatchee Strand State Park where we saw 
a nesting pair of bald eagles and gators resting in the pools. 
And Key West was charming with it's charming Victorian and 
Plantation style houses, blues bands and eclectic collection of 
restaurants.  

 

 

 

NCUPS Monterey Shootout  Ruth Chofre 

NCUPS has set the date for our annual photo/video competition in Monterey and 
we've changed the name of the competition. The Monterey Shootout will be held 
September 9-11, 2011. The competition starts at 1pm on Friday so that those who 
want to go boat diving that afternoon can catch a regularly scheduled afternoon 
charter. You can find out more information in a few weeks from the NCUPS site or 
our new website www.montereyshootout.com.  Check it out to find out all the other 
changes we are making to this year's competition.  Hope to see you in September! 
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Holger 

 

Holger 
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The ABSTRACT CHALLENGE  

AIM MEMBERS DO THEIR HOMEWORK!! By Carol Herrlie 
Last month the members practiced techniques of abstract and brought then to share. Well done!  
Members picked some "normal every day stuff" and took it beyond the obvious capturing some very fun and 
creative "abstracts". In addition to the still images; Dave Roper showed a video with fireworks ..totally 
abstract designs. Next time you get to blow some bubbles think of getting some new underwater 
abstracts..think shape, texture, lines, colors, the affect of light... either natural or add your own.  
Keep those cameras shooting !!!     
 
Here are some of the awesome examples!! 
 

                                            Dennis Wade 

 
 
 
 
                                                                               
                                                                           Randy Benton 
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                                                                        Ken Martin 

 
 

Leilani LeBlanc       

 Carol Herrlie      
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QUARTERLY “AT MEETINGS”  PLUS **  .STILL IMAGE & VIDEO COMPETITIONS      
**POINTS FOR PARTICIPATION (ONE) WILL BE AWARDED AT  THE FILM FESTIVAL (AUGUST) & 
AT THE SHOOT-OUT in April, 2011.  

Themes have been selected by group voting at the Annual Christmas Party 2011. When the voting occurs, not 
only should the quality of the images be considered but also how well they fit the theme. Themes apply to still 
and video. With video, the development of the theme in the brief “story” will be judged.  LET’S ALL MAKE 
THIS A GRAND SUCCESS BY ENTERING…  YOU GET POINTS JUST FOR PARTICIPATION   &  MORE IF YOUR 

ENTRY IS PICKED 1 st 2nd or 3rd  .WITHIN YOUR LEVEL:    

February 23 April 27 July 27 November 22 August 6 April 30 
“Abstract” “Things in 

Paris” 
“Topside with 
Water” 

“Let There be 
Light” 

AIM Film 
Festival 

SPRING SHOOT 
OUT, Foresthill, 
CA 

Still/Digital Categories: There are 3 categories for 2011 - Novice, Intermediate and Open.   

Any underwater or split image (part above & part below water) can be submitted. A topside image has been 
selected for July’s topic…It needs to contain water: “Aquatic Image Makers” 

 

 
FORMATING AND ENTERING DIGITAL ENTRIES: 

You can do anything you want with the images or submit them “as is”. The images should be 700 
pixels on the long side and a resolution of about 100dpi. The final image can be about 1 megabyte in 
size. Save as a JPEG (.jpg) file. When saving the jpeg image, if it asks what quality setting you want, 
set it to the maximum. Attach the image to an email and send it by email to  Glenn Marshall. 
visualescapes@yahoo.com    Be sure your name is on the file.  Example: JohnSmith_fish1.jpg   

Glenn will acknowledge that your image was received  by a return email confirmation. If you do not 
hear from him… call.    All video entries can be br ought on a CD/DVD to the meeting or sent to 
Glenn by the deadline, but an email notification mu st be sent to Glenn by the deadline. If the format 
cannot be played on the computer for any reason, wi th regrets the entry will not be entered. Be sure 
it works! 

Video Category: Only one level. The video length is to be from 30 seconds to no more than 2.0 minutes. This is 
to include any lead-in, credits, transitions. Think TV commercial… how to tell your story in a short amount of 
time. Minimal topside seconds can be used if needed to tell your story. The exact amount was not specified…. 
Majority, at least 80-90% needs to be underwater. (Except July) 

DEADLINE FOR STILL ENTRIES this month is : 
Friday, April 22 @ 5PM: 

FEB 20 APRIL 22 JULY 22 NOV 18 
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FORMATING AND ENTERING VIDEO ENTRIES: Bring your en try on a flash drive, CD/DVD or other 
format that can be quickly added to a lap top for viewing. If possible entries should be entered on one laptop 
USED DURING THE MEETING to provide smooth flow when presenting.  

Send Glenn an email notification if you will be entering a video for this month’s mini-comp.  
visualescapes@yahoo.com by Friday, April 22 @ 5PM. 

MEMBERS ONLY:  Participating members need to be current, paid members to participate.  Member should 
be present at the meeting, however if unable to attend, you can still enter. We do encourage attendance but do 
understand that sometimes missing a meeting cannot be avoided. We all want as many members to be involved.  

VOTING: All attendees at the meeting will be given 1(one) ballot. It is on the honor system that no member or 
guest complete two ballots. Everyone can vote for 2 images in each of the STILL  CATEGORIES:OPEN, 
INTERMEDIATE & NOVICE  and 1 VIDEO.  Each vote is e qually waited.  The competition will be held early 
in the meeting to allow for the votes to be counted. At the completion of the guest speaker/presentation for the 
night the winners will be announced. One member will be designated to keep the records of points earned. 
Winners to be announced at the holiday party in December.  

Points will be awarded as follows: First place 3  ; Second place 2 ; Third place 1 ;  Participated  1   ********  
2011 NEW: 3 categories: OPEN, INTERMEDIATE,  and NOVICE 

Points will be tabulated throughout the year for all competitions held.. 1) Quarterly at the AIM meetings, 2) 
Participants in Special Events ie Shoot Out and 3) The Film Festival .  

Top winners: 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in both the Still (OPEN, INTERMEDIATE & NOV ICE) and Video category 
will be announced at the Christmas/Holiday Party.  Ties will be TIES… 2 awards will be given for TIES... this 
means there can be more than 1 first, second and third place winners… The ballots will look like this.  

THE BALLOT:  One ballot only per person….Vote for quality and how you think it best fits the theme. 

Still Image OPEN :  You can vote for one 
or two of your favorite images. Must be present to 
vote. 

  

Still Image INTERMEDIATE: 
Between OPEN and NOVICE.  Must be 
present to vote. 

  

Still Image NOVICE: Not quite 
ready for open:  You can vote for one or two of 
your favorite images. Must be present to vote. 

  

Video: Vote for only one. Must be present to vote. 

 

 

Voting will take place right after images are shown. Votes will be counted by the end of the general meeting…. 
Winners will be announced at the close of the general meeting. At special events all participants will be given 1 
POINT for participating. 1 st 2nd 3rd place points may vary depending on event. To be determined at the business 
meeting. A facilitator will be designated responsible for keeping the vote sheets.  SAMPLE OF MEMBERSHIP 
POINTS AWARDED TALLEY SHEET:  

Member Name:  Stills 2/23 4/27 7/27 11/22 APR AUG TOTAL 
        
Member Name: Video        
        
 


