Our meetings are normally held at
7:00 PM (social hour at 6:30) the 4th
Wednesday of the month. This
month is an exception due to our
Holiday Party which was on
December 11. We'll be back on

AQUATIC IMAGE MAKERS

track in 2011 — see you on January

26!

Location is Round Table Pizza;

Madison & Greenback.

New Members and guests are always

welcome.

Call 989-1133 to order in advance.

Don't forget to ask for the AIM

discount.
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New Facilitators to start
at January meeting.
Terrific help is being
offered by many others.
Joe Herrlie and Barbara
Bloom have accepted the
"facilitator role" for 2011.
Many thanks to them for
stepping up to the plate.

Dave Roper & David
Whiteside. Key members
will be recruited to lead key
events this year. So far
these members have key
roles: Film Festival: Holger
& Corinne Fuerst; 2012
Calendar: Glenn Marshall;
Club Trip(s): Carol Herrlie;
Fall Color Trip: Karen
Kessel; Leaders needed

AIM General Meeting ~ Jan. 26 _ _— )
: . 1 for: the Spring Shootout
AIM Business Meeting ~ Feb. 3 Lots of great ideas are and other activities in the
brewing for AIM in 2011. i i
AIM General Meeting ~ Feb. 23 . g . coming year will be
With this great leadership needed.
~—— and lots of enthusiasm
U from the membership the Decisions about AIM's
Inside this issue: . .
year will go very well. plans for 2011 will be made
Member News - They have a plan to rotate ~ Thursday Feb3rd at the
- the meeting formalities business meeting.... Come
Catalina Dive Report 2-3 amongst “the helpers" join in! Happy New Year
HOLIDAY PARTY recap 3-5 which are Karen Kessel, to all....Carol
Christmas Promise Final Wrap 5

Be sure to visit AIM’s
website at

http://www.sacaim.org

Dive Reports: Karen
Manly, Barbara Bloom,
Carol & Joe started off with
an Indonesian dive report
where muck diving rules.
90%o0f the world’s coral
diversity can be found there
& Joe described his
experience as being in the
“critter capitol of the world”.
A few critters mentioned
were woebegone sharks,
blue-ringed octopus
(mating), Pipefish — ornate,
ghost, regular, & that
favorite cephalopod - the
wonder puss.

Sandy & Paul were on the
live aboard Nai'a in Fiji
which has been
completely re-modeled
(by accident) and while
there, experienced “fish
blizzards”, horse pipefish
and pigmy seahorses
without “warts”.

Leilani went to the
Philippines Puerto Galera
for 2 Y2 weeks enjoying 84
degree water with itsy
bitsy things all around.

Our feature presenter was
Steffan Schultz who was a
wonderful speaker and talked
about underwater nazi
zombies and diving in
Mongolia ~ normal stuff. He
edits with Final Cut Pro and
did his entire presentation with
his Apple iPad and no
glitches! Check out his
website at
http://www.strangemedia.com

Thanks again to Betty
Norvell for asking Steffan to
speak to us!



Catalina Dive Report

December 12-16, 2011
Reporter Karen Kessel

A couple of months ago, my dive friend Susan Swift
from El Sobrante mentioned that her gear was
gathering too much dust, and we should “go
somewhere” and have some fun. So we narrowed our
search and picked Catalina for a 4-day land based
adventure. Arrangements were made and off we went.
At some point, friends of Susan decided that they
would join us. Scott Fielder and David Helvarg
(Founder and CEO of the Blue Frontier Campaign to
save the oceans) came down for the first two days,
and it turned out to be record breaking warm weather.
Sun; calm seas, good vis. What more could we ask
for? We did our first dive as soon as we arrived and
got checked in. It turned out to be more of a “night

dive”, as we got down to the “Casino” dive site at about

3:30. It was a classic “check out” dive, as each one of
us had something that we forgot at the top of the 20+
stairs.... weights, hoods, gloves, etc. There were a lot
of rocks at the base of the stairs, so that saved my
dive. | had miscalculated the difference between steel
and aluminum tanks. After stuffing my BC with rocks,
we dropped down to 60 feet and headed north towards
the point. For being so close to so much activity | was
impressed by the abundance of sea life. The water
temp was 57 degrees, Lots of life and artificial reefs
from all the sunken steel wharf framework. After our
dive, we cleaned up at our hotel; the Seaport Village
Inn, and headed off to the El Galleon for an evening of
fun, food and drinks.

The next day the four of us headed out on a very nice
dive boat set up to handle about 12 divers comfortably.
Ouir first dive site was ‘long point’ where we saw
abundant Garibaldi, Kelp Perch, Sheepshead, Rock
Wrasse, Halibut, Half moons, Sardines, Sea Cumbers,
Blacksmiths, sea stars, and huge sea hairs. There was
a pile-on of at least 10 gigantic black sea hairs in a
grope fest. Scott freed a small Horn Shark from an
abandoned trap. The next dive was at “hen rock” and
pretty similar to the first dive but the vis was even
better. Kelp forests intermixed with sandy bottoms and
jutting pinnacles. It was wonderful. On the way back to
the wharf we were joined by a pod of large grey and
white dolphins at the bow. The warm sun, absolutely
flat and calm waters, made for an awesome ride back.

We went out for Mexican food and Margaritas, and
another fun night on the town. Susan and | met one of
the locals, and got a tour of the town, plus a tour of
Pebbley Beach and the Horn sharks in the shallows
the next day. Also manage to spend some time at the
Hamilton Cove hot tub as guest of our new found
“local” friend.

The following day was cold and dreary, so we decided
to spend a lazy day cruising the town and checking out
all the local shops. They have taken all the wild buffalo
off the island, so the statues in town don’t seem to
have a purpose anymore other than to be something to
take a picture with. And the buffalo burgers have to be
imported. Go figure.

Our four-day excursion was a great little getaway, easy
to get to and very reasonably priced. Going during the
off season got us some pretty good deals. We flew out



of Oakland to Long Beach, took a shuttle to the ferry.
Then a ferry ride to Avalon, and were picked up at the
ferry dock by the hotel. All this, plus two dives a day,
was done for less than $700. The biggest expense was
the food. Some of the units had kitchenettes, which
would be nice for larger groups wanting to cook.

All'in all, a great trip and something | would
recommend to the club to consider as a winter dive
outing.

Karen, Scott, Dave and Susan
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AIM Holiday Party Re-Cap

Could there have been a more perfect party? |
agree..... hard to beat the happenings on December
11. For those who were able to share the event | know
everyone had a great time. For those who were not
able to come, sorry....you missed a good one. Not too
early to plan for 2011... Check your AIM calendars
(hint: SAT Dec 10th)

A HUGE HUGE thank you for Corinne for all the work
she did...She always pitches in 200% in whatever she
does ...with smiles, great humor and wonderful
organization skills. She suggested the venue.... nice to
have those contacts !!... A 5-star selection indeed. |
believe it is reserved for us in 2011 already!

We used the always awesome Juan in a Million who
prepared an amazing buffet... the presentation, his
goofie animations, and his Mexican flavors and
choices of dishes were the best yet.

We were honored by the VERY Special guests: Mike
and Michele Johnson, our long standing supporters
and friends of AIM; previous Shoot-out judges: Andy
Wallace and his wife Eileen, Jim Klein and his wife
Connie and Michelle McKnight. It was great to have
them share the evening with us. | am sure we have not
seen the last of them!!

Glenn Marshall, as coordinator of the program, official
group/party photographer and "designated MC", did an
awesome job. The prep for putting it together did not
go un-noticed... His timing of the evening was
excellent. The program was 30 minutes behind his
original plan....Why? Everyone was having so much
fun and were having such a relaxed time socializing
with our fellow image makers...and many were sited
going back to the buffet for seconds and ? thirds.
Glenn adjusted the pace just right to present a most
well rounded program. We all know he took many
hours to get his special program on Bodie and
Yosemite together... the subject matter could not have
been done much better. Glenn's feature presentation
was joined by Top Photographer of the year, Holger
Fuerst, demonstrating why he was deserving of that
honor with his Bodie and Travertine Hot Springs,
Bridgeport, CA images.



Many AIM members brought some of their images to
share as well...Regretfully, due to time restraints not all
could be shown. Your willingness to participate and
share are most appreciated...we will all see them at
another time. Glenn made the choices regarding what
to show and he chose a great variety. Credits go to:
Glenn's winter scenes and Carol Herrlie's Images in
Red & Green with Christmas Carols provided cocktail
time background visuals. Sharon Bormann: Philippines
video let us share the dives with her; Barbara Bloom:
fresh off the press video of the odd critters of
Kasawari, Indonesia; The Karen Manly /Karen Kessel
combo video with stills of the unforgettable great AIM
trip to Bonaire is one of AIM's classics and always fun
to watch; Glenn's recap of the still images from 2010
competitions; Glenn and Holger's programs concluded
the show with images of Bodie and Yosemite, many
done with HDR. Everyone agreed it was ONE
TERRIFIC SHOW!!

Competition winners were awarded based on total
points accumulated for quarterly competitions and for
the Spring Shootout. : Open: First-Holger Fuerst;
Second-Glenn Marshall; Third-Joe Herrlie; Novice:
First-Karen Kessel; Second Lyn Schratz; Third-Marilyn
Sepulveda. Video: First-Carol Herrlie; Second-Kathy
Moorse; Third-Dave Roper. Gift Certificates from Cali-
Color, a wonderful supporter of AIM, for $75, $50 and
$25 were presented. Well done everyone....

Various voting was going on throughout the evening to
help guide AIM's direction for next year. Thank you to
all who cast your votes. Facilitators for 2011: Joe
Herrlie and Barbara Bloom. Back-up supporters Karen
Kessel, Dave Roper and Glenn Marshall. Quarterly
Competitions: February: Abstract May: Pairs July (may
be September): Let There Be Light November:
Topside-with water.

The location for the Spring Shoot-out, currently set for
Saturday April 30th, is still pending. Come to the
February 3rd business meeting to select. Travel
destination for the group trip will also be selected at
that time. Under consideration are: Catalina land
based for 4 days, Bonaire, Cabo Pulmo and... still
open.

Film Festival Fliers were available. Date is set:
Saturday August 6th at Perry Creek, Fairplay, El
Dorado County... the Festival in the
Mountains.....continues, just a different venue. The flier
should also be posted on our website:
www.sacaim.org. soon with images from the party.




Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas and Happy
Hanukkah to All.

With lots of pride in this group, Carol. Mother AIM

Holiday Party Photos by Glenn Marshall

Christmas Promise - Final wrap
Hello all you Scuba Elves,

A big "Thank you" to those who took and
made the time to come and wrap with me this
year! There were more than 15 scuba elves
in attendance. Together we wrapped
presents and sleeping bags for about 3 hours
for those less fortunate families in our
immediate community.

Thanks again and | hope that u will join me
again next year!

~ Corinne



