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The Northern California Underwater Photographic Society (NCUPS) 

is sponsoring the "Digital Duo," Jack and Sue Drafahl, 

in an underwater digital photography workshop on 

Saturday, 10 March 2007 

All are invited  

TIME:   9:00AM – 4PM 

DATE:   Saturday, 10 March 2007 

PLACE:  New Vision United Methodist Church Fellow- ship Hall at 
450 Chadbourne Avenue in Millbrae – see 
www.ncups.org for more information 

PRICE:   $75.00 for AM session only; 
$100.00 for both AM & PM sessions 
(lunch included); 
NCUPS members (paid 2007) deduct 
$15.00 

(To hold your space, please send checks to:  NCUPS, PO Box 
1168, 

Alameda, CA 94501 – or give your check or cash to me at the next membership meet- ing) 

WHAT WILL BE COVERED: 

9AM – 12PM:  Mastering Digital Underwater Photography 
Topics range from setting up your camera to keeping it maintained, and almost everything in between.  Methods for taking 
digital pictures underwater will be explored and suggestions provided for improving your skills. Students will learn how to obtain 
good exposures and improve lighting techniques using available light, flash and balancing the two. 

Included in the workshop will be lectures on composition, backscatter reduction, understanding white balance, minimizing shutter 
delay, proper battery selection, digital media storage, close-up and macro tips, maximizing your wide angle systems, animal 
behavior, and reef protection.  There will also be an in-depth section illustrating the importance of the shooting RAW files in diffi-
cult lighting situations. 

1:00 PM - 4:00PM - Adobe Photoshop for the Underwater Photographer 
Topics to be covered include:  color correction, exposure correction, backscatter removal, blooming effects, crop-

ping images, printing tips, selective color correction, extreme salvage, using Bridge, editing Adobe Cam-
era Raw files and more.  We will show you how to improve your editing skills, speed up the editing proc-
ess, and set up a workflow to streamline your image editing.  There will also be information for those 
who need to scan in their film images before attempting the editing process. 

BACKGROUNDER 
Jack and Sue Drafahl are a husband and wife team of professional photojournalists, lecturers and 
multimedia producers.  For over thirty years their articles have appeared in Sport Diver, Skin 
Diver, Dive Training, Diver, Petersen's Photographic, Rangefinder, and National Wildlife Federa-
tion Magazines. They are the founders of the Oregon Coast Digital Center, an enhanced learn-
ing facility designed to help others learn Photoshop skills.  They have been actively involved in 
the digital transition since the early 80's and are software and hardware Beta testers for com-
panies like Adobe, Applied Science Fiction, Kodak, Corel and Ulead Systems.  
www.jackandsue.com. 



 

of us gained a pound or two. 
And Corinne was amazing at 
keeping the kitchen so organ-
ized. But onward to the class 
work. 

 

Ed was very good at what he 
does, and obviously had a lot of 
years behind him using Adobe 
Photoshop (AND Elements).  
He began his instruction 
around noon, and by 12:01 my 
head was fogging up and a 
glazed look appeared on at 
least half the class. OK I told 
myself that I should just pay 
closer attention.” Open this, 
click that, drag here, change 
this to that, and VOILA, you 
should have this appear on 
your screen. Now, go to this 
box and check it, then go down 
here…….blah …..Blah……
blah….  I look over and Dennis 
has corkscrewed the eyes of his 
subject matter, warped the 
lips, and created an image 
made for the twilight 
zone….how can I focus?? And 
Barbara on my left also ap-
pears a bit frustrated, but she 
has a Mac, so how can that 
be?? It wasn’t until day two 
that the frustrations of using 
both Photoshop and Elements 
boiled over with Ed. Some of us 
were chattering too much, and 
causing problems. I think it 
was the back row.  The prob-
lem was that once you got lost 
and missed a step, you were 
toast. And many of the steps 
that worked for Photoshop did-
n’t work for Elements, and vice 

As a new member to the AIM 
Club, I volunteered to assist 
with the monthly newsletter. 
The other options looked 
daunting. Well, Holly asked 
me if I would write up a story 
about last weekends class, and 
I’m trying to figure out what to 
leave out….what to leave 
in…….I will definitely leave 
out the part about the dogs 
pooping, barfing and peeing  
(in that order, I believe)  at 
various times throughout the 
weekend since everyone has 
heard about it by now.  I will 
also leave out the revelations 
coming from those who talk in 
their sleep……I will leave in 
the fact that it was a record-
breaking weekend for cold 
weather and a perfect one to be 
indoors!(Except for the occa-
sional odd odor) . 

 

Those in attendance were: Our 
Hosts, Carol & Joe Herrlie, 
Barbara Leary, Holger Fuerst, 
Barbara Bloom, Holly Johnson, 
Craig Brookey, Dennis Wade, 
Linda Krugman and Myself, 
Karen Kessel. Also there were 
Cayle Little (the butler and his 
cats), Corinne (the maid and 
person who kept stealing my 
coffee cup), and Glenn and 
Peni who helped out  with set-
up and lots of questions.
(Remember class, NO question 
will be called “stupid”) And our 
instructor Ed Woods, who only 
got a “little” lost on his way 
from San Francisco. We had 
fabulous food and I’m sure all 

versa. And a little knowledge 
can be dangerous, so some of 
us started doing things to our 
pictures that just weren’t 
right, especially since we didn’t 
know the person in the picture 
who we were making fun of. 
But after removing zits, wrin-
kles and buck teeth we had 
them looking quite respectable!  
So after two day, something 
was bound to get into the gray 
matter, and we took home 
skills that we can do a lot with. 
The key is using our programs, 
and working on photos several 
times a week in order to retain 
the knowledge! 

 

And I also learned that I had 
joined a REALLY great club 
with loads of talent and inter-
esting members. I am looking 
forward to the Bonaire trip and 
getting to know everyone bet-
ter. 

VIEWPOINT by Karen Kessel 
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Adobe Photoshop(& Elements) Weekend: 



 

with P we saw it-learned it– 
or did it, 
but you 
had to be 
there.  The 
two Polite 
Pussy cats 
only 
Purred.  
Pause once 
again…  
Penny 

Peed, clean it up (thank 
goodness it’s Carol’s house).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 There were about 12 of us 
at Carol and Joe’s for the 
Photoshop class.  The morn-
ing went smooth, with 
Glenn’s Presentation, ‘till 
little Dufus Pooped in the 

dining room, OK, 
clean it up, move on 
(thank goodness it’s 
Carol’s house).  Break 
for lunch, which 
Corinne had waiting 
for us.  Stop, Annie 
just Puked, clean it 
up, back to work 
(thank goodness it’s 
Carol’s house).  We 
learned about Page 
setup, Print and 
Print size, Paused 

for Dufus who 
just Pooped 
again in the 
same Place 
(thank good-
ness it’s 

Carol’s 
house).  
Break for 
dinner, hot 
and ready 
toe eat, thanks to 
Corinne the kitchen 
slave.  Next day even bet-
ter than the first, Thank 
you Lori and Glenn for 

all your 
helpful 
Problem 
solving, we 
learned 
Pixelate, 
Palette bin, 
and Photo 
bin.  We all 
learned a 
lot, if it 
started 
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P is for PhotoShop…  Or is it??? 
By:  Barbra Bloom 

On the Net 

Check out the following site of a north SF photographer - some very nice work 
http://www.dianedmiller.com/index.html    

Thanks to Holger for passing this along!  If you find a site that might be of interest to AIM, please pass it along! 
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Photoshop Composite Picture 

By:  Barbara Leary 

Here are the final 
composites and all the 
pieces after stealing 
the face from one pic, 
a bottle of wine, cam-
era and eskimo suit 
from another and 
then putting our fro-
zen friend from MA in 
the freezer in Florida. 



 

Saturday, March 24, 2007 
Contact:  
Jack Millard (916) 987-1303  
                     Or 
Holly Johnson (916) 379-0920 
Dolphin Dive Club would like 
to invite members of AIM 
and the Seahorses to join us 
for our annual Underwater 
Easter Egg Hunt in Mon-
terey on Saturday, March 
24th at the west end of San 
Carlos Beach, opposite the 
breakwater. We will all meet 
on the beach between 9:00 
and 9:45 a.m. for everyone to 
sign in and receive a dive ori-
entation. The area of the 
hunt will be cordoned off un-
derwater with yellow rope 
and there will be floats on the 
surface marking the area 
from above. Boats may be 
moored outside of the hunt 
area BUT ALL contestants 
must remain ON THE SUR-
FACE until the whistle is 
blown.  At 10:00 sharp we 
will blow a whistle to signal 
the start of the event at 
which time you may descend.  
In order to give everyone a 
fair chance to find an egg, 
only 2 (TWO) eggs may be 
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found during the first 5 min-
utes after which the whistle 
will be blown again and you 
may collect as many as you 
can find. There will be extra 
weights and a safety diver in 
my boat, anchored in the cen-
ter of the area. We will have 
children’s activities organized 
on the beach while parents 
are searching for their eggs 
underwater.  Prizes for the 
adults and children will be 
awarded at the evening buffet 
and awards ceremony. 
Our dinner and awards cere-
mony will be held again at 
Buzzards Backyard Barbeque 
(crummy name – good food) 
located in front of the Mon-
terey Travelodge. Social hour 
will start at 5:00 and dinner 
at 6:00 p.m.  Prizes will be is-
sued after dinner.  Be sure to 
bring money for some GREAT 
raffle prizes! 
There are many motels and 
campgrounds in the area. 
Here are a few contact num-
bers for some places to stay: 
LAGUNA SECA CAMP-

Dolphin Divers Annual Underwater Easter 

GROUND (831) 758�3604, CY-
PRUS TREE INN MOTEL & 
RV (831) 372-7586 
www.cypresstreeinn.com, 
LONE OAK MOTEL (831) 372-
4924, TRAVELODGE (831) 
373�3381. 
Check this issue for the entry 
form and flier with more infor-
mation. All non-Dolphin partici-
pants will need to complete a 
liability waiver, in addition to 
the entry form, before partici-
pating in this event. For more 
info call Easter bunny Jack 
Millard at (916) 987-1303,e-mail 
at jbmillard@aol.com or contact 
Holly Johnson at :      

holjohnson@ucdavis.edu. 

Bonaire Shore Diving Made Easy 

 

If you are interested in purchasing the book “Bonaire Shore Diving Made Easy”, you can do so at this website:  
http://www.infobonaire.com/bsdme/  The price is $15 and includes shipping and tax. 
 
Thanks Barbara L. for sharing this with us! 


