Our meetings are normally held at
7:00 PM (social hour at 6:30) the 4th
Wednesday of the month.

Location is Round Table Pizza;
Madison & Greenback.

New Members and guests are always
welcome.

Call 989-1133 to order in advance.
Don't forget to ask for the AIM
discount.

AIM General Meeting ~ Feb. 23
AIM General Meeting ~ Mar. 23
AIM Business Meeting ~ Apr. 7
Spring Shootout ~ Apr. 30
AIM Film Festival ~ Aug. 6
Dive Report -Southern Leyte 2-3
AIM Presentation Calendar so far 4

Photo competition rules for 2001 5-6

i

Be sure to visit AIM’s
website at
http://www.sacaim.org

Our first mini-competition
of 2011 will be at
Wednesday's meeting.
The theme is “Abstract”.
Send your images to
Glenn by Sunday, Feb. 20
at 5PM. If you are
entering a video, bring it to
the meeting but you also
need to email Glenn by
Sunday, Feb. 20 at 5PM

Mother AIM (AKA Carol
Herrlie) once again thanked
several AIM Members for
their efforts in 2010 with
delicious home-baked
cookies — YUM! Glenn,
Holger & Corinne, Tom &
Kathy, Barbara Leary,
Holly, Sharon & Chuck all

% | went home with plates of
homemade cookies. One

very large plate was also
shared with the group —
cookies all around!!

Dive Report — Holger was in
Monterey recently and
reported a noticeable surge
down to 95 feet, and
visibility was about 25 feet.

stating that you are going
to enter a video and give
him the title. Glenn’s
email is -
visualescapes@yahoo.com

Indonesia; Critter Capital of
the World both above and
below the water.

And check out our AIM

See pages 5&6 for more
info.

Our feature presenter is
Karen Manly who will be
showing her video on

Karen Manly mentioned
that “Coral Magazine” is
always looking for various
images to publish and will
pay for them. The group
expressed a willingness to
provide images and she
will get more info on the
topic and report back.

There was a discussion
regarding the addition of
another category to the
still-image competitions
this year. We will have
“Open, Intermediate and
Novice” categories.

Our 10-minute
presentation was given by

Presentation Calendar on
page 3. Notice the blank
spots in May, June, July,
etc. We need your help to
fill in some of these spots.
Bring your ideas to the
meeting.

Carol regarding upcoming
travel opportunities. Visit
http://www.pathwaystoadventu
re.com/ for details.

Our feature presentation was
given by Glenn who
demonstrated several very
interesting time lapse
photography sequences he
had taken recently with his
DSLR. Glenn also discussed
various video capabilities of
DSLR. Lenses are of higher
quality and allow you to
manage depth of field better
than with most video cameras.
However, most DSLRs don't
allow auto-focus while
shooting videos.



When our traveling dive troupe (Dave Roper,
Allen Goeffrey, Jan Casey and myself)
decided to go to Southern Leyte, we did our
usual plan of finding a land-based resort to go
to earlier than the scheduled trip. We booked
through Dolphin Dive Center on the Atlantis
Azores for the last week. However, Dave’s
Travel service got in touch with the Sogod
Bay Dive Resort, and it sounded like a great
little dive destination to get the feel of the
area. (As well as being quite reasonably
priced.) So off we went, about 10 days early.
Allen and Jan caught up with us a few days
later. Flights were good, connections were
good, and we were lucky to have a driver on
the 4 hrs from Toclaban airport to Sogod
Resort who knew how to maneuver the mud,
landslides, pedestrians, tricycles, mopeds,
chickens, cows, horses & children. It was
raining. We got checked in to the resort, and
rooms were wonderful. HOT water for the
showers, yippee. The resort was built in
2006, and right on the water. But then, with
the weather conditions as they were, you
could live 10 miles inland on a hill and still “be
on the water.” Dive boats consisted of two
nice little pangas, and a small rowboat to
ferry divers and gear out to them. No oars.
They used an anchored rope to pull on to get
out and back. This worked well until about the
5™ day when we started off to our dive site
and they ran over the rope. Only a few
minutes to hack it off the prop. What is dive
gear for, anyway? We had two beautiful
dives; the corals, sponges, fish.....Amazing
gigantic fans, all very healthy and plentiful.
(Pictures to be presented at the March
meeting) So we were headed back across

the bay, about an hour trip, when the rudder
arm snapped. It’s still raining, with substantial
winds & pretty good swells. They sent out the
other boat to give us a tow. But with the chop
like it was, they decided to take us around the
point to where the water was sheltered and
calmer, and they would take us back to the
resort with trucks. We were almost there
when the clutch went out on the other boat.
Lucky for us, there was a German resort dive
boat nearby and the crew flagged them over.
Got a tow closer to our landing beach.
However, it is too shallow to get close, so we
had to swim to shore, about 200 yards is my
best guess. | donned by BC & fins, grabbed
my camera and jumped in. When we got to
shore, we still had a bit of a hike through the
jungle to the pick-up point. The road required
4-wheel drive, but what's a little mud when
you're in a wetsuit. Three trucks hauling
divers wound their way to the main road,
through town, and a mile or so to the resort.
Quite a site for the locals. PLUS we had Allen
in the truck for entertainment! And it was
raining. And when | refer to rain, it is not the
California type of rain. It's mostly like a
monsoon downpour. We finally got back
around 5 PM. And we had to find out how
Dave was doing, as he had gotten a case of
food poisoning and went to the “hospital”’ that
morning to get re-hydrated. A message at the
desk said that he needed some supplies,
since the “hospital” only provided a bed. No
blanket, towels, OR nurses. You had to
provide your own support staff. By this time it
was dark, and trying to find a ride into town at
night was nearly impossible. Allen
volunteered to go and the resort owner gave
him a ride. So Dave missed a few days of
diving, and the rest of us stayed pretty
healthy until on the Azores. Then a bug
caught up to Allen, but not enough to stop
him from diving. But the weather was so bad
the Atlantis Azores was parked in the



sheltered areas all the time, and diving the
same sites as we were. Mike and Michele
were there the week before us, and every day
we were able to wave and yell our “Hellos.”
Not sure if they saw the mooning, but on
second thought, it probably was seen from
space. But it was raining, so maybe not)

We said our good byes to Sogod Bay Resort,
and boarded the Atlantis Azores for another
week of great diving and horrific weather. We
broke our mooring one night (shades of
Socorro Islands flashed before me as |
wondered if | should put on a life jacket!) But
Captain Scott found us a sheltered spot and
dropped anchor. In spite of the weather, | had
a wonderful diving adventure. Too bad that
Dave’s Travel had to file for bankruptcy. And
there were no camera issues that required
filing an insurance claim. | plan on returning
to Sogod Bay soon. | was told that the
weather was good in June. Most awesome
dive: swimming into a coral spawn!! Oh yeah;
our group saw no Whale Sharks!!

Coral spawn — Karen Kessel

Leaf scorpionfish — Jan Casey



AIM Presentation Calendar (so far

Presentation/Event Date Name Presentation Title
10-minute Feb.23 Mini-comp “Abstract”
Feature (approx. 45 min) Feb.23 Karen Manly (30 min) Indonesia
10-minute March 23 Dennis
Feature (approx. 45 min) March 23 Karen K&Jan Casey
10-minute April 27 Mini-Comp “Things in Pairs”
Feature (approx. 45 min) April 27 Gina Flaharty “Wellness Travel”
Spring Shootout April 30 kkk ko
10-minute May 25
Feature (approx. 45 min) May 25
10-minute June 22
Feature (approx. 45 min) June 22 Carol Photo Book how-to
10-minute July 27 Mini-Comp “Topside with Water”
Feature (approx. 45 min) July 27
FILM FESTIVAL August 6 bl Tk
10-minute Sept. 28
Feature (approx. 45 min) Sept. 28
—— -
10-minute Oct. 26
Feature (approx. 45 min) Oct. 26
10-minute Tuesday, Mini-Comp “Let There Be Light”
Nov. 22
Feature (approx. 45 min) Tuesday,
Nov. 22
Holiday Party Dec. 10 ok Frkkk




QUARTERLY “AT MEETINGS” PLUS * STILL IMAGE & VIDEO COMPETITIONS
*POINTS FOR PARTICIPATION (ONE) WILL BE AWARDED AT THE FILM FESRTIVAL (AUGUST) &
AT THE SHOOT-OUT in April, 2011.

Themes have been selected by group voting at the iual Christmas Party 2011. When the voting occurgjot
only should the quality of the images be considerdout also how well they fit the theme. Themes applyp still
and video. With video, the development of the themia the brief “story” will be judged. LET'S ALL MAKE
THIS A GRAND SUCCESS BY ENTERING... YOU GET POINTS JUST FOR PARTICIPATION & MORE IF YOUR

ENTRY IS PICKED 1% 2" or 3¢ WITHIN YOUR LEVEL:

February 23 | April 27 July 27 November 22 August 6 April 30
“Abstract” “Thingsin | “Topside with | “Let There be | AIM Film SPRING SHOOT
Paris” Water” Light” Festival OUT,Foresthill,
CA

Still/Digital Cateqgories: There are 3 categories for 2011 - Novice, Interméate and Open.

Any underwater or splitimage (part above & part bdow water) can be submitted. A topside image has ba
selected for July’s topic...It needs to contain water‘Aquatic Image Makers”

DEADLINES FOR STILL ENTRIES thismonthis: | FEB 20 | APRIL 22 |JULY 22 | NOV 18
Sunday, February 20 @ 5PM:

FORMATING AND ENTERING DIGITAL ENTRIES:

You can do anything you want with the images or suhit them “as is”. The images should be 700
pixels on the long sideand a_resolution of about 100dpiThe final image can be about 1 megabyte in
size._Save as a JPEG (.jpg) fil&Vhen saving the jpeg image, if it asks what qudyi setting you want,
set it to the_maximum.Attach the image to an email and send it by emaib Glenn Marshall.
visualescapes@yahoo.com _ Be sure your name is on the file. Example: JohnSth_fish1l.jpg

Glenn will acknowledge that your image was received by a return email confirmation. If you do not
hear from him... call. All video entries can be br  ought on a CD/DVD to the meeting or sent to
Glenn by the deadline, but an email notification mu st be sent to Glenn by the deadline. If the format
cannot be played on the computer for any reason, wi  th regrets the entry will not be entered. Be sure
it works!

Video Category. Only one level. The video length is to be from 3§econds to no more than 2.0 minutes. This is
to include any lead-in, credits, transitions. ThinkTV commercial... how to tell your story in a short anount of
time. Minimal topside seconds can be used if needéaltell your story. The exact amount was not spefied....
Majority, at least 80-90% needs to be underwater.Except July)




FORMATING AND ENTERING VIDEO ENTRIES: Bring your en try on a flash drive, CD/DVD or other
format that can be quickly added to a lap top for vewing. If possible entries should be entered on eraptop
USED DURING THE MEETING to provide smooth flow when presenting.

Send Glenn an email notification if you will be endring a video for this month’s mini-comp.
visualescapes@yahoo.coiry Sunday, February 20 @ 5PM.

MEMBERS ONLY: Participating members need to be current, paid meivers to participate. Member should
be present at the meeting, however if unable to a&hd, you can still enter. We do encourage attendaedut do
understand that sometimes missing a meeting cannbée avoided. We all want as many members to be inwad.

VOTING: All attendees at the meeting will be given 1(one)liot. It is on the honor system that no member or
guest complete two ballots. Everyone can vote forithages in each of the STILL CATEGORIES:OPEN,
INTERMEDIATE & NOVICE and 1 VIDEO. Each vote is e qually waited. The competition will be held early
in the meeting to allow for the votes to be countedit the completion of the guest speaker/presentatn for the
night the winners will be announced. One member wibe designated to keep the records of points earde
Winners to be announced at the holiday party in Deember.

Points will be awarded as follows: First place 3 Second place 2 ; Third place 1 ; Participated 1********
2011 NEW: 3 categories: OPEN, INTERMEDIATE, and NOVICE

Points will be tabulated throughout the year for al competitions held.. 1) Quarterly at the AIM meetngs, 2)
Participants in Special Events ie Shoot Out and 3he Film Festival .

Top winners: 1%, 2™ and 3¢ places in both the Still (OPEN, INTERMEDIATE & NOV ICE) and Video category
will be announced at the Christmas/Holiday Party. Ties will be TIES... 2 awards will be given for TIES.. this
means there can be more than 1 first, second anditt place winners... The ballots will look like this.

THE BALLOT: One ballot only per person....Vote for quality and how you think it best fits the theme.

Still Image OPEN : vou can vote for one

or two of your favorite images. Must be present to
vote.

Still Image INTERMEDIATE:

Between OPEN and NOVICE Must be
present to vote.

Still Image NOVICE: Not quite

ready for open: You can vote for one or two of
your favorite images. Must be present to vote.

Vldeo: Vote for only one. Must be present to vote.

Voting will take place right after images are shownVotes will be counted by the end of the general eeting....
Winners will be announced at the close of the genslrmeeting. At special events all participants wilbe given 1
POINT for participating. 1 ** 2™ 3¢ place points may vary depending on event. To be @emined at the business
meeting. A facilitator will be designated responsile for keeping the vote sheets. SAMPLE OF MEMBERSHP
POINTS AWARDED TALLEY SHEET:

Member Name: Stills 2123 | 4/27| 7/27] 11/22APR | AUG | TOTAL

Member Name: Video




