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January 2009 Newsletter 
 

Events for your calendar ~ 
AIM meeting  - Wednesday, January 28 

Facilitators:  Holger & Glenn 
10 minute person ~ Craig 

Feature presenter ~ Karen Kessel 
Photo and video Competition set for 2009!  Carol will present a short 1 minute example for 
the video group.... and will explain the contest format. 

 
AIM Board Meeting  - Thursday, February 5 

 
You will find the 2009 Calendar of Events  posted on AIM’s website 

 
http://www.sacaim.org/ 

 
 

Last Month at AIM ~ 
December, 2008 

 
Last Month’s AIM “meeting” was the Holiday Party  held at the home of Barbara & Bill.  
Kudos and many thanks  to the hostess & host and all those who helped to make the party 
a smashing success!  AIM members and guests enjoyed superb ambiance, magnificent 
camaraderie, scrumptious food and a well-mannered gift exchange…………Well…three out 
of four isn’t bad……… 
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Closed Monday and Tuesdays 
No reservations… first come/first seated.  
�

 

 

Lake Forest Cafe is a tiny renovated 
house that apparently used to house 
miners as a bed and bunk place during 
the gold rush.  Even though it was noon, 
they were still serving breakfast which I 
was ecstatic about.  It looked funky, 
small and homey and it totally fit the 
bill: obviously not a chain, a little 
unusual and off the beaten path.  I'm so 
happy I spotted it. 
 
The owner, Barbara Rubin, is there 
serving and taking orders.  She likes to 
showcase local artist and for the next 6-8 
weeks she is showcasing AIM…. Bring 
your friends and family.  

See your club member’s, friend’s and family’s beautifully framed and displayed 
underwater images while enjoying a special breakfast or lunch. Bring a friend.  

All images are available for purchase: as framed or as prints. Contacts will be 
made to the individual artists or contact us via AIM’s website.  
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Images by Glenn Marshall of our display. To get a closer look, come to The Lake 
Forest Café… Reservations are not taken so at some times of the day, anticipate 
a long wait… we hear it is really worth the wait.  
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Photo Contest Efforts…. 
Submitted by: Carol Herrlie 
 
went to the “no win” category … not the loser category. Hey that happens… remember when entering, the process 
can be the bigger prize as it was in this case.  I entered another club bi-annual competition where the topic was “anything 
goes”. There were 11 entries which were all very well done….  All the photographers were telling the story of how the shot 
was taken and what lens they used and… all very interesting. Some images were from 1970!! and used film….. remember 
that stuff?  The “slides” were digitally scanned for 2009 viewing. Well as they all took there turn with great detail of the 
location, the type of film, the film cameras, the lens, one taken last month in Cabo Pulmo with his D-300, another taken in 
1970 and it received an award in ?? magazine, 2 of the winners were taken in 1970-something in Bonaire at the Salt Pier 
in Bonaire….years ago… site still looks great….… when it came to mine, oh my what was I to say. Mine is from New 
Years Day 2009. All the nudibranchs were clustered close together to aid my composition and the images were taken on 
digital format, mostly using a D-100. When asked what I used to get the images to appear as they did, my reply:  some 
fun Photo Shop techniques, a good friend (Glenn Marshall) and a couple bottles of Champagne. It got some “oos and 
awws” and some chuckles… but no prize. Oh well… remember playing the competition game is most often the best part. 
         
 

Title: Kaleidoscope of Nudis 
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Off Season CocoView, Roatan, Honduras, December 13-23 
 

By Barbara Leary 
 

Hearing news of weeks long storms, my daughter and I arrived in Roatan to find air temps in the low 80's and 
water temps ranging between 78-80 and sun.  The resort staff was pleasant, the over the water bungalows 
comfortable and we found far fewer bugs than had been reported by past guests! 
 
The main attraction for me was another visit with Stan Waterman who proved to be a joy to visit with again.  I 
was very happy to find that my 19 year old daughter enjoyed his company and talks as well.  I would 
encourage anyone who has the opportunity to travel with him to do so soon as he will be 86 this coming April! 
 
On to the diving and photography!  The two, two-tank boat dives a day took us to some great reefs to explore.  
I loved the large coral formations which differ from other parts of the Caribbean I have visited. There were 
many seahorses, large schools of sennet, blennies, and hoards of sharpnose puffers, squid, octopus, jawfish 
and the other usual Caribbean critters.  The dive staff were wonderful, always there to help and encourage-
they finally talked my daughter into 2-3 dives a day, up from her prior standard of 1-2 a week. 
 
We also decided to take on many of the side trips including the shark feed dive which was very well done and 
allowed us to free-swim with the 20 or so sharks who showed up before the bucket of fish was opened.  The 
dolphin introduction and snorkel was also a treat, the dolphins loved playing with us, swimming over and under 
us, playfully giving us a little push and nibble for fun.  A pontoon plane ride and zip-lining through the jungle 
gave us an opportunity to experience some of the topside of the island too 
 
And, well, for the photography, it was a “learn by making many mistakes” trip for me!  I was fortunate to catch 
this little jawfish who greeted us on every entry and exit from the shore dives! 
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This is the way to camp……. 
 
Paul & Sandy Bisbee recently ventured out for their first camping trip at Beal’s Point in their beautiful 
new fifth-wheel!  The guest list for two nights included Holger, Corinne, Tom, Kathy, Bill & Barbara. 
The only reported causality of the trip was one flamingo.  Rumor has it that some duct tape may 
restore it to its original pinkie self.  As soon as Pablo finds some pink duct tape. 
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The Northern California Underwater Photographic Soc iety (NCUPS) 

is sponsoring the "Digital Duo," Jack and Sue Drafa hl, 
in an underwater digital photography workshop on 

Saturday, 14 March 2009 

All are invited   
 

    

TIME:   9:00AM – 4:00PM 
 
DATE:   Saturday, 14 March 2009 
 
PLACE:  New Vision United Methodist Church 

Fellowship Hall at 450 Chadbourne 
Avenue in Millbrae – see 
www.ncups.org  for more information 

 
PRICE:   $75.00 for AM session only; 

$100.00 for both AM & PM sessions (lunch 
included); NCUPS members (paid 2009) deduct 
$15.00 

(To hold your space, please send checks to:  NCUPS, PO Box 1168, 
Alameda, CA 94501 – or give your check or cash to Helga at the next membership 
meeting) 
 
WHAT WILL BE COVERED: 
9:00AM – 12:00PM:  Adobe Photoshop Lightroom 1 and 2 If you are thinking 
of purchasing Adobe Lightroom, or if you already own it but are having trouble understanding how it works, then this is the seminar for 
you. Adobe Lightroom is one of the most popular software programs today that allows underwater photographers to input, edit, and 
output images in a quick and efficient manner.  
  
This course will cover setting up Adobe Lightroom 1 and 2, using it as a catalog and editing program for both RAW and JPEG files, 
importing images from camera cards and portable hard drives, sorting, renaming and additional tips and tricks. A 30-day trial program 
will be available for you to take home. 

              1:00PM - 4:00PM - Adobe Photoshop for  the Underwater Photographer  
       For almost 20 years, Adobe Photoshop has continued to evolve into the most powerful image editing 

program.  The dilemma everyone faces today is which version is the right choice and whether they should be 
using Lightroom or Elements instead.  We will attempt to minimize your frustration with an outline of image 
workflow and how it applies to the various Adobe programs.   
 
In this workshop we will concentrate on the main Photoshop tools necessary for editing underwater 
images.  To show the versatility of this software, a wide range of problem images will be presented as 
well as their solutions.  Our concentration will be on the advanced selection, layers and masking tools 
that are only found in Photoshop.  We will also cover topics like backscatter removal, blooming effects, 
artifact removal, selective color and exposure correction, RAW vs. JPEG files and much more. 
 
BACKGROUNDER 
Jack and Sue Drafahl are a husband and wife team of professional photojournalists, lecturers and 
multimedia producers.  For over thirty years their articles have appeared in Sport Diver, Skin Diver, 
Dive Training, Diver, Petersen's Photographic, Rangefinder, and National Wildlife Federation 
Magazines. They are the founders of the Oregon Coast Digital Center, an enhanced learning 

facility designed to help others learn Photoshop skills.  They are software and hardware Beta testers 
for companies like Adobe, Applied Science Fiction, Kodak, Corel and Ulead Systems. They have created several 
DVD tutorials on Photoshop, Lightroom and Elements.  www.jackandsue.com. 
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Following is a Press Release from California Diving News……. 
 
California Diving News Launches CADivingNews.com 2.0 
 
After being a staple magazine in California dive stores for 25 years, CDN creates a strong online presence with 
its newly revamped website. 
 
California Diving News is proud to announce a newly redesigned CADivingNews.com. The newest version will 
include a searchable database featuring articles dating back to the inception of the magazine 25 years ago. The 
new site will also include a searchable database of stores and boats throughout California and surrounding 
states. The dive boat trip calendar, an immensely popular feature on its previous sites and in the magazine itself, 
has also become much more user friendly. The site was designed to let any diver, California native or potential 
California visitor, research dive sites, locate a store or look up a boat trip, all in one place. 
 
When designing the site, CDN wanted to put the most amount of information possible at the diver’s fingertips. 
“There have been so many good articles published in CDN over the years, we wanted a way to let everybody 
out there access it,” said marketing director Christopher D. Sheckler. “We want everyone to have the 
opportunity to learn about the hundreds of dive sites that are along the shores of California. We really believe 
this is the premier website for California divers. Finally, one website has just about anything you wanted to 
know about California scuba diving.” 
 
The site also includes past articles about diving techniques, photography, marine life and gear reviews, written 
by regular contributors such as Bruce Watkins, Nancy Vander Velde, Bonnie Cardone, Ken Kurtis and Dale and 
Kim Sheckler. 
 
Visit the new California Diving News website at www.cadivingnews.com or for more information e-mail: 
mail@cadivingnews.com. 

 

 

 

 

 


