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Our meetings are normally held at 
7:00 PM (social hour at 6:30) the 4th 
Wednesday of the month.  Location is 
Round Table Pizza; Madison & 
Greenback. 
 
New Members and guests are always 
welcome. 
 
Call 989-1133 to order in advance. 
Don’t forget to ask for the AIM 
discount. 
~~~ 
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AIM General Meeting ~                     Jan. 27 

Marty Snydermann photo class ~     Jan. 30 

AIM Business Meeting ~                    Feb. 4 

~~~ 
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REMINDER! 

Bring items you want 
adorned with the beautiful 
AIM Logo to the next 
meeting.   

Craig will get them 
embroidered and return 
them to you.   

   

Jack Millard is our 
feature presenter with a 
slide show on Diving 
The Channel Islands. 
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���� ….and we will have our first 

quarterly competition of 
2010.  The theme is 
“Structures or Topography.”  

Ideas include reef scenes, 
ocean floor, arches, 
boulders, etc....  Entries 
are due January 22!   See 
pages 8 & 9 for details. 
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Be sure to visit AIM’s 
website at 
http://www.sacaim.org 

The AIM Holiday Party was 
held at the home of Carl 
Sweet.  Thank you Carl & 
Diane for hosting an 
awesome party! 

In addition to the annual 
cut-throat gift exchange, 
we enjoyed videos by 
BloomWorks Studios.   

The winners of the AIM 
Quarterly competitions 
were announced.  In the 
STLL image category 
winners are: 

1st place – Holger Fuerst 

2nd place – Joe Herrlie 

3rd place – Glenn Marshall 

Video category winners:  

1st place – Kathy Moorse 

2nd place – Carol Herrlie 

3rd place – Barbara Bloom 

Winners received 
University Art Mart gift 
certificates in the amount 
of $75, $50, & $25 for first, 
second, and third places 
respectively. 
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Meet Mr. and Mrs. Brookey!! 
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Diving the Philippines 

By Barbara Leary 

After a lengthy summer trip to Ireland, Britain and France I found myself anxious to go somewhere warm and wet and 
grabbed a last minute opportunity to join Mike Johnson and his group of divers for a trip to Puerta Gallera, Philippines. 

This was my first trip to the Philippines, fitting in with my plan to branch out from diving Bonaire twice a year!  An 
airline snafu left us traveling to Taipei on the way to Manila; days before the trip were spent watching the typhoon 
warnings roll in as there seemed to be at least one a week in the area.  We arrived after the long flight to Taipei to find 
ourselves with an extra long layover while Typhoon Miranae blew through Manila. It turns out that the Taipei airport 
can be a pleasant place to be stuck.  EVA Air dispensed meal tickets for two meals, there were several very good 
restaurants to choose from  and we found the Evergreen Micro-hotel in the airport to be a great place for a nap and 
shower!  At $10 an hour (heh heh, I know that sounds suspect....) is was a great place to rest, get a real few hours of 
sleep in before continuing our trek to Puerta Galera. 

 

�

AIM members Craig Brookey and Karin Mays were 
married on January 9, 2010 in a private ceremony 
at the Chapel of the Bells in Reno, Nevada. 

 

The Brookeys have postponed honeymoon plans 
until April when they plan to vacation and dive in 
Costa Rica. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS Karin & Craig!! 
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We were greeted by Mike and reps from Atlantis Resort who guided us to our bus; they had arranged for a police 
escort to speed us through the streets of Manila and south to the port where we boarded the bangka boat for the long 
trip across the isthmus.  We arrived at Atlantis just before midnight; a daunting 40 something hours after leaving 
home!  A full staff greeted us, a warm meal had been prepared, we received a briefing, our bags were tagged and 
taken to our rooms where we were grateful for a good night's sleep! 

The dive staff arrived promptly in the morning and our four dives a day. Night dives were an option but after a late 
afternoon/sunset dive I was ready for a great dinner and eve of reviewing my pictures and relaxing.  The meal choices 
were plentiful and the food outstanding for the entire trip! 

Since we had arrived just after the typhoon, we found the viz a bit low on the first couple of dives but the water soon 
cleared and we were enthralled with the multitude of nudibranchs, pygmy seahorses, turtles, sweetlips, stone fish, 
scorpion fish, etc. One group found a stargazer.  I found my first cuttlefish and had the pleasure of watching one 
change patterns and colors to match its nearby companion!  We were lucky to have very little rain for the remainder of 
our trip and the oceans were calm enough to make a great day trip to Verde Island.  The water there was seriously 
choppy, white caps tossing the boat about  (a few divers decided there was too much rock and roll to dive) Those of us 
who braved the entry were greeted by calm and clear waters below 10 feet and found the reef to be absolutely 
gorgeous! 

Our dive masters were a real kick, great at finding hard to see fish and entertained us with their dancing and awards 
for accomplishments received - a beer (well 7 Up for me) bongs was the chosen method of celebrating.  I made my 
200th dive during the trip! 

I'd highly recommend a trip to the Philippines and Puerta Galera if you haven't been!   

    

Can you see TWO stonefish in this pic?      Me with Goto, our DM and my 200th dive T-shirt! 
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Monterey Dive Report January 16 th, 2010 

By Karen Kessel 

I have been trying to come up with a great story about this past weekend dive at Pt Lobos, but everything and 
everyone behaved quite well. The weather was partly sunny, partly cloudy, no rain, no wind, and calm seas. A few 
grumblings about gear problems, ear clearing issues, a vast array of divers whining about the cold water….. Normal 
stuff.  Jack Millard had his boat, and it was the first time I had the luxury of not having to the kelp crawl out to the 
mouth of the cove. Very nice!  

There were several AIM members that showed up to dive: Dana Carlson, Holly and Cayle Little, myself, and Craig and 
Karin BROOKEY.  I had my new camera and spent the entire dive just working with the buttons and settings. I think I 
have about two acceptable pictures due to the fact that I had the focus and flash settings wrong. … 

  

But I did come up with a great idea! I was so engrossed in the camera thing that I didn’t pay enough attention to my air 
consumption. It was really close! So, the new idea is that it should be MANDATORY to have an integrated pressure 
gauge built into underwater housing viewfinders! Or at least a clock. Maybe just for blondes?  I’m sure someone has 
already thought of this. I can’t be the first diver with a camera who has lost track of time!  

So, after the dive we are in the boat (Jack, Carmine, Dana and myself) and motoring hard for the ramp. We’re almost 
there.  La la la la……..When all of a sudden Jack notices a problem. He is dragging the spare air bottle that had been 
hanging at 15’ during our dive!!  Luckily the rope was strong enough not to break, and Jack didn’t lose an expensive 
piece of equipment.  And if any divers were in the water and saw a yellow tank flying by…glad we missed you! 

We all had a great dinner at El Torito with the traditional straw shooting childish behavior. I think Craig was the winner, 
with several “kills” to his scorecard. Main target was Brooke, but she got in several good shots as well.  I, of course, 
didn’t participate after firing off the first shot. (Yeah, sure) And we all sang Happy Birthday to Jack who did a fantastic 
job of organizing the event, as usual. 
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Aruba Diving 

By Howard Homler  

It was our 20th anniversary, so we wanted to get away and do something special.  We looked around, found an 
inexpensive package to Aruba on cheapcarribean.com, and booked it.  The advantages were that the water looked 
perfect and it was below the Hurricane Belt! 

Aruba is a small island, one of the ABC’s (Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao) off the coast of Venezuela.  Aruba was part of the 
Netherland Antilles, but is now an independent member of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.  It has a population of 
about 71,000 and the languages spoken include Dutch, English and Papiamento (which is a weird mixture of several 
languages).  It was discovered by the Spanish in 1499 and initially thought ‘worthless.’  They left it to the Arawak 
Indians who had been living there.  The Dutch took over control of the island in 1636, and even the British had control 
from 1805 to 1815.  In 1824 gold deposits were found, making the island anything but worthless.  The gold was 
eventually mined out in the early 1900’s.  Oil was another valuable commodity on the island, but isn’t a big factor these 
days.  Tourism is probably its biggest industry. 

  

(map from Lonelyplanet.com) 

 

My wife had previously decided not to dive, but I was looking forward to it.    The island is littered with dive site maps 
and there are several companies that offer everything from individual tours to group expeditions.  Most will pick you up 
at your hotel and bring you back afterwards.   

The water conditions when we went in September, 2009, were warm (I wore a 3-mm wetsuit), but there was a 
moderate amount of current, even on the west side of the island.  This made photography difficult.  The biggest 
difficulty with photography was that I was the only one in the group I went with that was trying to take some semi-
serious shots, rather than just snapshots.  So there was little time for making adjustments and getting several shots of 
a particular subject before the group moved on.  One of the interesting dive sites was of a plane, previously used for 
drug smuggling that had been cleaned up and purposely sunk to make an artificial reef.  There are many sunken 
wrecks, but I didn’t get to explore them.  There were many other activities on the island that beckoned to us, including 
salsa dancing, horseback riding and visiting the butterfly farm.  I was tempted to visit the donkey sanctuary, but settled 
for seeing some wild donkeys on the road! 

 



 � �

 

I finally got my photos organized, and although the shots are primitive for the group, I’m willing to bore you with a slide 
show (~ 5 minutes) presentation at one of our meetings this year! 

 

Dive map of Aruba: 
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A special Thank You…….. 

 

Recently at the Unitarian Universalist Society of Sacramento these members of AIM, Tom Moorse, 
Holger Fuerst, Craig Brookey, Glenn Marshall, Carol and Joe Herrlie, Marilyn Sepulveda, Julie 
Lucas, Carl Sweet, Ruth and Michael Chofre  displayed their lovely photography. 

The walls came alive with these intriguing photographs of the under world. Many of the UU 
members had wonderful comments about the show.  

We wish to thank each and everyone for their participation.  We especially enjoyed the 
presentation on opening night. Carol Herrlie did an outstanding job in informing us of how these 
photos are taken. 

 Again on behalf of the Art Exhibit Committee of the UUSS we wish to thank you for your works of 
art that adorned our walls these past months. 

  

Patricia Pratt,  art chair 

�

                    

 

   
   

 

Photos from Carol Herrlie 
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New for 2010: 

QUARTERLY “AT MEETINGS”  PLUS **  .STILL IMAGE & VIDEO COMPETITIONS      
**POINTS FOR PARTICIPATION (ONE) WILL BE AWARDED AT  THE FILM FESRTIVAL (AUGUST) & 
AT THE SHOOT-OUTS (MAY & OCTOBER).  

Themes have been selected by group voting at the Annual Christmas Party 2009.. When the voting occurs, not 
only should the quality of the images be considered but also how well they fit the theme. Themes apply to still 
and video. With video, the development of the theme in the brief “story” will be judged.  LET’S ALL MAKE 
THIS A GRAND SUCCESS BY ENTERING…  YOU GET POINTS JUST FOR PARTICIPATION   &  MORE IF YOUR 

ENTRY IS PICKED 1 st 2nd or 3rd  .WITHIN YOUR LEVEL:   ******** NEW FOR 2010  OPEN   &  
NOVICE: NOT QUITE READY FOR OPEN  ********* 

JANUARY 27 APRIL 28 JULY 28 OCTOBER 27 SPRING 
SHOOT OUT: 
SAT MAY 1ST 

FALL SHOOT 
OUT: OCT 1-3 
weekend or 1,2 days 

Topography / 
Structure 

What a 
Wreck 

Above 
Water 

Divers Doing 
Diving 

Park Setting in 
SacramentoTBA 

Weekend to 
Bodie 

Still/Digital Categories: Novice and Open:   For the first year participants can choose their category based on 
personal experience, previous winning competitions, and their comfort level—this is key. You choose the 
category.After the first year,the winner of the NOVICE category will move to OPEN.  

Still images - Any underwater or split image (part above & part below water) can be submitted. A topside 
image has been selected for July’s topic…It needs to contain water: “Aquatic Image Makers” 

FORMATING AND ENTERING DIGITAL ENTRIES:  

You can do anything you want with the images or sub mit them “as is”. The images should be 700 
pixels on the long side  and a resolution of about 100dpi . The final image can be about 1 megabyte 
in size. Save as a JPEG (.jpg) file . When saving the jpeg image, if it asks what quali ty setting you 
want, set it to the maximum.  Attach the image to an email and send it by email to  Glenn Marshall. 
visualescapes@yahoo.com    Be sure your name is on the file.  Example: John Smith_fish1.jpg                              

Send  

Send them electronically. Glenn will acknowledge th at your image was received by a return email 
confirmation. If you do not hear from him… call.    All video entries can be brought on a CD/DVD to 
the meeting or sent to Glenn by the deadline. If th e format cannot be played on the computer for any 
reason, with regrets the entry will not be entered.  Be sure it works! 

Glenn Marshall: 5515 Brome Court Orangevale, CA 95662   Cell phone number: (916) 835-9198. 

DEADLINES FOR ENTRIES: FRIDAYS @ 5PM:  JAN 22 APRIL 23 JULY 23 OCT 22 



 
 �

Video Category: Only one level. The video length is to be from 30 seconds to no more than 2.0 minutes. This is 
to include any lead-in, credits, transitions. Think TV commercial… how to tell your story in a short amount of 
time. Minimal topside seconds can be used if needed to tell your story. The exact amount was not specified…. 
Majority, at least 80-90% needs to be underwater. (Except July) 

FORMATING AND ENTERING VIDEO ENTRIES: Bring your en try on a flash drive, CD/DVD or other 
format that can be quickly added to a lap top for viewing. If possible entries should be entered on one laptop 
USED DURING THE MEETING to provide smooth flow when presenting.  

MEMBERS ONLY:  Participating members need to be current, paid members to participate.  Member should 
be present at the meeting, however if unable to attend, you can still enter. We do encourage attendance but do 
understand that sometimes missing a meeting cannot be avoided. We all want as many members to be involved.  

VOTING: All attendees at the meeting will be given 1(one) ballot. It is on the honor system that no member or 
guest complete two ballots. Everyone can vote for 2 images in each of the STILL  CATEGORIES:OPEN & 
NOVICE  and 1 VIDEO.  Each vote is equally waited.  The competition will be held early in the meeting to 
allow for the votes to be counted. At the completion of the guest speaker/presentation for the night the winners 
will be announced. One member will be designated to keep the records of points earned. Winners to be 
announced at the holiday party in December.  

Points will be awarded as follows: First place 3  ; Second place 2 ; Third place 1 ;  Participated  1   ********  
2010 NEW: 2 categories: OPEN  and NOVICE: Not quite ready for Open  *********                                 

Points will be tabulated throughout the year for all competitions held.. 1) Quarterly at the AIM meetings, 2) 
Participants in Special Events ie Shoot Outs and 3) The Film Festival .  

Top winners: 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in both the Still (OPEN & NOVICE) and Video category will be announced 
at the Christmas/Holiday Party.  Ties will be TIES… 2 awards will be given for TIES... this means there can be 
more than 1 first, second and third place winners… We may revisit tie breakers options in 2010.   The ballots 
will look like this.  

THE BALLOT:  One ballot only per person….Vote for quality and how you think it best fits the theme. 

Still Image OPEN :  You can vote for one 
or two of your favorite images. Must be present to 
vote. 

 

 

 

Still Image NOVICE: Not quite 
ready for open:  You can vote for one or two of 
your favorite images. Must be present to vote. 

  

Video: Vote for only one. Must be present to vote. 

 

 

Voting will take place right after images shown. Votes will be counted by the end of the general meeting…. 
Winners will be announced at the close of the general meeting. At special events all participants will be given 1 
POINT for participating. 1 st 2nd 3rd place points may vary depending on event. To be determined at the business 
meeting. A facilitator will be designated responsible for keeping the vote sheets.  SAMPLE OF MEMBERSHIP 
POINTS AWARDED TALLEY SHEET:  

Member Name:  Stills 1/27 4/28 7/28 10/27 MAY AUG  OCT TOTAL 
         
Member Name: Video         
         

�


