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Our meetings are normally held at 
7:00 PM (social hour at 6:30) the 
4th Wednesday of the month.  
Location is Round Table Pizza; 
Madison & Greenback.  
 
New Members and guests are 
always welcome. 
 
Call 989-1133 to order in advance. 
Don’t forget to ask for the AIM 
discount. 
~~~ 
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Deadline to submit image entries for 
“What is it?” competition ~ June 19  

AIM General Meeting ~            June 24 

AIM General Meeting ~            July 22 

AIM Business Meeting ~           Aug 6 

Film Festival on the Mountain~Aug 7-8 

Fall Colors Shoot (NEW!) ~     Sept. 26 

AIM Holiday Party              ~    Dec. 12 

 

~~~ 
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Our 10-minute 
presentation is our third 
photo/video competition 
and the theme is “What is 
it?”  More on the 
competition on page 5.  
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Facilitator:  Glenn 

Dive Reports  – Mr. & 
Mrs. Cayle Little 
honeymooned in Belize 
for 16 days touring and 
enjoying a private cabana 
at Turneffe Island Lodge. 
Rumor has it Cayle took 
his first underwater photos 
& videos.   

Karen Kessel saw her first 
splendid toadfish while 
visiting Cozumel recently.  
She saw no noticeable 
hurricane damage and 
reports that the only 
drawback to being in 
Cozumel during the Swine 
Flu panic is you get 
mobbed by sales-people! 

Several AIM members 
went to St. Vincent and 
reported that a good time 
was had by all.  We 
enjoyed St. Vincent 
presentations by Barbara 
Bloom and new camera-
aficionado Leilani (who 
also went to Dominica). 

Chuck reported on a 
recent trip that he & 
Sharon took aboard the 
Hawaii Aggressor II.  He 
said the gourmet chef was 
impressive as was the 
number of mantas on 
each manta dive during 
the trip. 

Holger & Corinne went to 
Fort Bragg and 
experienced 10 foot seas 
4 seconds apart……better 
luck next time!! 

Old Business  - get your 
AIM drinking glasses – a 
bargain at $6 each from 
Carol or Joe. 

Craig is still willing to take 
your items for embroidery 
of the awesome AIM logo. 

Carl mentioned the date of 
his organization’s image 
showing may be changing 
to Nov. 12 which 
accommodates those 
going to Cabo Pulmo on 

Nov. 14.  More info to 
come. 

Our 10-minute presenter, 
Randy Benton wowed the 
group with his video 
presentation of cenote 
diving.  He used a very 
effective mix of still shots, 
video shots, and recorded 
audio and narration to tell 
his story.  Randy works 
for the Sacramento Bee 
and has been a diver and 
a photographer for many 
years, but never put the 
two together until 
recently.  He was using a 
Nikon D100 in a Light & 
Motion housing with 2 
YSL100 strobes and an 
Olympus SW850 in an 
Olympus PT41 housing.  
He is a MAC user and 
recommended a software 
product called 
“Fotomagico” and I’ve 
included a link -  
http://boinx.com/fotomagi
co/overview/ 

 

Be sure to visit AIM’s 
website at 
http://www.sacaim.org 
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The next best thing to 
diving is seeing 
underwater photos, videos 
and talking about diving; 
right?  May 30 & 31 was 
the Long Beach Scuba 
Show and we did it all:  
seminars, exhibits, film 
festival and we even 
watched Wyland paint ….. 

We saw an interesting mix 
of people at the Long 
Beach Convention Center 
that weekend. There was 
a Coin Collector’s show, 
Jehovah’s Witness 
gathering and the Scuba 
Show.  It was pretty easy 
to tell the groups apart! 

Many dive resorts and 
liveaboards were at the 
show looking for divers.  
We attended seminars 
presented by Ken 
Knezick, Mark Strickland, 
Marty Snyderman, and Dr. 
Milton Love, a marine 
biologist from UC Santa 
Barbara (not a diver but 
has students research and 
take photos for him).  
Annie Crawley’s 
presentation was “How to 
get started in video 
production.” She is well-
known for her underwater 
videography and (watch 

out Craig) is best 
described as an “animated 
woman”.  Her one 
recommendation for those 
wanting to do video 
production was dump your 
PC and get a Mac – that’s 
what they’re made for.  I 
did notice most of the 
presenters were using 
Macs to do their 
presentations. 

Some key points from the 
Marty Snyderman’s 
seminar, “Tips for 
Underwater 
Photographers of all Skill 
Levels”  –  

·  Know your camera, 
housing and strobes 
(read the manuals!) 

·  Do not allow 
interruptions when 
setting up your 
camera for a dive 

·  Practice, practice, 
practice 

 

Mark Strickland had some 
awesome images from his 
presentation – “Up close 
and Personal: 
Approaching Shy Marine 
Life”.  Some of the images 
came from Richelieu 
Rock, in the Andaman 
Sea.  It turns out Mark 

was the cruise director 
aboard the Ocean Rover 
in 2003.  His main point 
was to expect to spend 
some time getting to 
know your subject and 
their habits.  If they are 
shy, they may retreat but 
usually return after a few 
minutes if they decide 
you aren’t a threat.  Slow 
down; this could take 5 to 
15 minutes.  Watch body 
position of the animal – if 
they rise up on their 
pectoral fins, they are 
probably planning an 
escape.  Back off and 
they may settle down.  
Then try again; slowly.  
Pretty common sense 
stuff, but always good to 
hear.  If a shy animal is 
engaged in activities 
such as feeding or at a 
cleaning station, it may 
be easier to get a photo. 

I think the Scuba Show 
was certainly worth 
attending.  In case you 
want to mark your 
calendar for next year; 
the show is May 15 - 16, 
2010.  

 

 

 

 



 $�

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

������������������������ ��������������	
����
�����������������	
����
�����������������	
����
�����������������	
����
����� ������
by Carol Herrlie ����
We have been to Tahoe for previous Fall Colors Photo Shoots… We practiced time 
exposure under the moonlight and “painting with flashlights” and had a great time 
hiking in the Sierras. This year the plan is to go to the Vineyards of El Dorado 
County: image taking with the golden hour light of morning and evening, a picnic with 
local wine sampling and then catch the golden light of sunset. Set your calendars: 
Saturday September 26th… if it is a total rain out, we will regroup for the following 
Saturday. This will be a photo event with technical support for shooting out-of-doors 
with members-helping-members concept…. Not a competition… a fun and learning 
event.  

 

  

  

DON’T BE LEFT OUT! 

Have you given your 
new or newly 
laundered  shirts, 
towels, hats, pants, 
underware or anything 
else you want adorned 
with the beautiful AIM 
Logo to Craig?   

Craig will get them 
embroidered for $8.50 
per item (cash or check 
due at drop-off time) 
and return them to you.  
That’s service!! 
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7th Annual Film Festival…….Less than 2 months until the fun event!!! August 7-8th 
Time is here to sign up, invite your family, neighbors and coworkers to see your stuff and share that of your club 
members AND with only about 7 weeks to go.. time to put your festival contributions together: digital stills, video, artsy 
stuff, AND check out the new options for this year…  

 

NEW THIS YEAR: Several collages of our 10 years of great fun will be available to add your shots….The more the 
merrier !!! Look through your old boxes of prints, check out some of your digital images and make some prints, and 
help all of us journey back over the past 10 years…. “of image making”.  From our first image displays, to fun fun 
group outings, to The Zoo and Coloma Shootouts, trips to Pigeon Point Lighthouse, Ano Nuevo and the mountains for 
fall colors, etc. etc… we HAVE DONE A LOT!!  Bring those printed images on 4X6, 5X7 or whatever and add to the 
collage of the event… We will have many representing as many of our events as possible. WE HAVE DONE A LOT, 
so help us all out and let’s go back and revisit some of those events…. A couple samples:  

   

 

 

Check List for Festival Prep: 

1) Complete your reservation form… see online www.sacaim.org and bring it with you to the meeting… for 
yourself, family and friends.  

2) Start little by little to set up your program. Absolute drop dead deadline for your segment of the show is August 
1st…. try to have it ready by the July 22nd meeting.  Sorry no entries after deadline… it takes a lot of work to 
coordinate so…please watch the deadlines..  

3) Start thinking of your favorites display…. Bring your own set of “bragging images” for your personal display. 
Don’t forget your “Think outside the frame” items…. Put on your creative hats and share your images in a 
unique way.  

4) Start setting aside images to add to the collages …. This will be a fun display of a great variety of people 
shots, artsy topside and underwater images… Bring many. 

5) Sign up to help in many ways with your festival. 
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New for 2009: 

Quarterly-Plus** Still Image and Video Competitions:  

Themes have been selected by “The Business Meeting Attendees: BMAs”. When the voting occurs, not only 
should the quality of the images be considered but also how well they fit the theme. Themes apply to still and 

video. With video, the development of the theme in the brief “story” will be judged.  LET’S ALL MAKE THIS A 
GRAND SUCCESS BY ENTERING…    

                 YOU GET POINTS JUST FOR PARTICIPATION                                                                                  
AND MORE IF YOUR ENTRY IS PICKED 1 st 2nd or 3rd…SO GO OVER THOSE IMAGES TODAY!  

FEBRUARY 25th    
In honor of  

Valentine’s Month: 

APRIL 22nd Note this 
is the 4th Wed of the 
month...not the last! 

JUNE 24TH OCTOBER 28th 

Romance Schools What is it? Camouflage 
Deadline: Fri 2/20 Deadline: Fri 4/17 Deadline: Fri 6/19 Deadline: Fri 10/23  

Still/Digital Categories: Novice and Open:   For the first year participants can choose their category based on 
personal experience, previous winning competitions, and their comfort level—this is key. You choose the 
category. After the first year, the winner of the novice category will move to open.  

Still images - Any underwater or split image (part above & part below water) can be submitted. At this time, 
topside images are not included.  

FORMATING AND ENTERING DIGITAL ENTRIES:  

You can do anything you want with the images or sub mit them “as is”. The images should be 700 
pixels on the long side  and a resolution of about 100dpi . The final image can be about 1 megabyte 
in size. Save as a JPEG (.jpg) file . When saving the jpeg image, if it asks what quali ty setting you 
want, set it to the maximum.  Attach the image to an email and send it by email to Glenn Marshall. 
visualescapes@yahoo.com  He will put them in a Power Point or similar progra m for presenting at the 
meetings.  Be sure your name is on the file. See be low.  

Entries must be (no exceptions…we are starting off with a firm deadline..) submitted no later than 5:00 pm the 
Friday prior to the meeting. FOR JUNE: THE DEADLINE IS June 19th 5PM Example: JohnSmith_WhatIsIt  
Send them electronically. Glenn will acknowledge that your image was received by a return email confirmation. 
If you do not hear from him… call.    All video entries can be brought on a CD/DVD to the meeting or sent to 
Glenn by the deadline. If the format cannot be played on the computer for any reason, with regrets the entry 
will not be entered. Be sure it works! 

Glenn Marshall: 5515 Brome Court Orangevale, CA 95662   Phone: 916-987-6927 
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Video Category: Only one level. The video length is to be from 30 seconds to no more than 1.5 minutes. This is 
to include any lead-in, credits, and transitions. Think TV commercial… how to tell your story in a short 
amount of time. Minimal topside seconds can be used if needed to tell your story. The exact amount was not 
specified…. Majority, at least 80-90% needs to be underwater.  

FORMATING AND ENTERING VIDEO ENTRIES: Bring your en try on a flash drive, CD/DVD or other 
format that can be quickly added to a lap top for viewing. If possible entries should be entered on one laptop to 
provide smooth flow when presenting. Goal for the video group this year…. learn how to electronically send video 
in high quality for viewing.  

MEMBERS ONLY:  Participating members need to be current, paid members to participate.  Member should 
be present at the meeting, however if unable to attend, you can still enter. We do encourage attendance but do 
understand that sometimes missing a meeting cannot be avoided. We all want as many members to be involved.  

VOTING: All attendees at the meeting will be given 1(one) ballot. It is on the honor system that no member or 
guest complete two ballots. Everyone can vote for 2 images…. Their two favorites. Each vote is equally waited.  
The competition will be held early in the meeting to allow for the votes to be counted. At the completion of the 
guest speaker/presentation for the night the winners will be announced.  

Points will be awarded as follows: First place 3  ; Second place 2 ; Third place 1 ;  Participated  1                                    

Points will be tabulated throughout the year for all competitions held.. Quarterly at the AIM meetings, Special 
events when official competitions are held (ie: April trip to Coloma) and ?? TBA.  

Top winners: 1 st, 2nd and 3 rd places in both the Still and Video category will b e announced at the 
Christmas/Holiday Party.  Ties will be TIES… 2 awar ds will be given for TIES... this means there can 
be more than 1 first, second and third place winner s… this year. We will revisit tie breakers options 
in 2010. 
 

 
Here are two more winning photos from the Gold Country Shootout that was held April 18, 2009 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     Open, Close-up 
     
     First Place, Holger 

 

Novice, Close-up 

First Place, Bess Eiermann 

 


