Our meetings are normally held at
7:00 PM (social hour at 6:30) the 4th
Wednesday of the month.

Location is Round Table Pizza;
Madison & Greenback.

New Members and guests are always
welcome.

Call 989-1133 to order in advance.
Don't forget to ask for the AIM
discount.

AIM General Meeting ~ June 22
AIM General Meeting ~ July 27
AIM Business Meeting ~ Aug 4

AIM Film Festival ~ Aug. 6
Yosemite Weekend ~ Oct. 29 - 30
Long Beach Scuba Show 2
Fish Photos Wanted! 2
Fish ID Class 3
Scarey Movie 6 4-5
Film Festival Info 6
Karenzcreations 6
NCUPS Monterey Shootout 7
Rocio Del Mar Trip Info 7-9

Be sure to visit AIM’'s
website at

http://www.sacaim.org

AQUATIC IMAGE MAKERS
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA | K

June’s Feature
Presentation will focus on
everything you wanted to
know about the AIM
Calendar Competition but
were afraid to

ask....... Calendar Image
Preparation will be covered
as well as what it takes to

successfully submit your B
images to the competition. ;

The 10-minute
presentation will be a re-
cap of the Spring Shootout
held at the American River.
If you participated, please
bring 5 — 10 of your favorite
images to share.

Ken Martin was feature
presenter, sharing his
program on diving the Red
Seain 1993.

A very special
Congratulation goes to
Corinne for her
recognition as a Top 100
Fundraiser for the 15th
Annual Komen Race for
the Cure event!! Corinne
has organized a team of
walkers and runners for
several years; with this
years’ race being May 7.
Kudos to Corinne for all
of her hard work to raise
money for this
worthwhile cause!!

Corinne, you are




LONG BEACH SCUBA SHOW

By Karen Kessel

On June 4-5", Carol H and Karen K headed down to the Long Beach Scuba Show. There we met up with Karen’s
friend Gayle from San Diego. If you've ever tried to find someone by calling their cell phone in a noisy place, you will
understand. It took HOURS for us all to finally connect. We all came on a different flight or mode of transportation, and
thought it would be simple to just “call when you get here” sort of thing. As | was making my fifth attempt to contact
Gayle, | saw her sitting in the food court. When | tried and tried to call Carol, again, | was literally with the phone to my
ear when we ran into each other!! Didn’t need a phone after all.

Carol did her “PR” stuff, and | wandered around and met up with all sorts of people | knew from diving somewhere.
Lots of good energy. And | got a chance to meet Wyland!

We went to the party and fundraiser on the Truth Aquatics boats Saturday evening. | had donated one of my pieces of
artwork for this event, and | am happy to report that the high bidder seemed thrilled to have won. Made me feel good!!
And we got a chance to party with Jerry, our captain on the Conception.

Sunday afternoon we headed home, Carol to Sac and me to Oakland. | drove home in a huge cloudburst and
wondered if this winter would EVER end.

Cindy & Karen (check out that
new “do”!!)

Keith Grandt is looking for some fish or reef photos for his newly-designed website —
http://www.signatureaquariums.com You can email Keith at Keith@signatureaquariums.com for
more information




By Pam Wade

| have purchased the REEF (Reef Environmental Education Foundation)
teaching module for identification of Common Marine Fishes of California. If any
one is interested in learning to do REEF fish surveys or to learnthe co  mmon
names of the most common fish you will find diving California waters |
would like the opportunity to share what | have learned through my experience
with REEF, which has made diving so exciting for me.

The next class offered will be held at my home (Barbara's or you could say
Holger & Corinne's) 3013 Great Falls Way, Sacramento on Monday June 20th
from 6:30 to 8:30. This is not a dinner party, so please eat before you come. 'l
have water available. If anyone happens to have a digital projector they want to
bring that would make the CD-roms to show up on the wall in large format, that
would be great. Otherwise it will be on a computer screen. You'll want to bring
paper and pencil for notes.

Anyone interested is welcome and you may feel free to bring an interested dive
buddy. Please RSVP by email abalonepam@att.net or 916 386-8810 if you plan
on attending. The session will include review. If you can't make this session, |
will offer another class in July, so you should let me know if you are interested in
a July date.

Feel free to bring any fish ID books for California.

| look forward to seeing where we go with this, thanks for giving me an
opportunity to introduce you to fish watching and making your dives count!



By Slip Mahoney

| feel funny writing about cave diving to an aquatic image group, but | know, from reading the
newsletters, that at least one person in this group finds this stuff interesting. | should probably
show up to meetings once in a while to see which people are in this group now, but | am an
unsociable piece of flotsam. So whoever is interested in this stuff, read on. The rest of you may
go in peace.

Keith, Tim, Bil (correct spelling, it's a Canadian thing | suppose), and | returned from a cave
diving trip to Mexico a few months ago. Blah, blah, blah, same stuff, different holes. Only one
very unique incident is worth repeating. We were diving a brackish tunnel system next to the
ocean when | was confronted by a very big set of eyes looking back at me from a crevice. It
turned out to be a tarpon. Even though this system does not tie into the ocean, it is close enough
that fish have been blown inland during hurricanes. Tarpon can survive in low oxygen
environments due to their ability to gulp air from air pockets. Their prey is not so fortunate, and
thus sluggish. Sluggish fish are thus referred to as meals. | tried to get it to attack Keith, but
there are some things that are just too repulsive and stinky even for a very hungry fish.

But | mostly wanted to write about one of the caves in Florida that Keith and | dove a few weeks
ago. We made a circuit of north central and western Florida on this trip. Lots of deco on these
dives, a little tri-mix. This is the kind of stuff that if you mess up, it is not a skin rash bend that you
get, more like your eyeballs being blasted across the swamp as you surface. Now THAT would
be a photo op! Once again, Keith was not cooperating with my plan. | did promise to retrieve
them. What a party pooper that guy is!

| am very fond of solo cave diving. (Please, no comments from anyone over 6’ 11" quoting me
from books with initials GUE or DIR or authors hamed Jabloski.) Anyway, we were diving a
spring feeding into the Suwannee River, whose name is not important. For the sake of the article,
we can just call it the “Bithel is a Bonehead Cave System.” | went in about 45 minutes before
Keith (aka Sloth Man.) It is a cave system | have dove many times and know very well, even in
potential silt-out conditions. We went in with four tanks each. We were to be in there a long time.
| had followed some lines in, jumped to new tunnels looking for other lines explorers have left, not
leaving lines in between. These are called visual jumps and are normally considered suicidal.
However, firstly, | was not going out the same way | came in to pick up my reels n the way out,
and secondly, | am not normal. | want to repeat the statement eluded to before about anyone
over 6’ 11" lecturing me from books.

Anyway, | had traveled quite a distance, jumped through many tunnels, and had to remember
how exactly to get out. | was in a room that reminds me of the lowest level of Dante’s Inferno.
This is a very good place to die. Itis dark, even for a cave, silty floor, decent height ceiling and
very wide. The edges go into smaller and smaller crevasses. | KNOW there is a mutant
amphibious Bat Rat Spider Hybrid waiting back there to rip my head off and suck out the juices. |
laugh, I tell you, | laugh—ha ha.

| really was not looking forward to anything over 45 minutes of deco. Thus, | decided to turn at
this point. A very little while later while exiting from this very big room, | turned off my light and
just hovered motionless in the kind of darkness that will actually degrade your retinas over time.
Nothing but me and my four tanks (I had not dropped any of them along the way as | was exiting
a different tunnel layout.) | could just hear one of my regulators and the valve opening and



closing, and of course the tanks banging a little against their 200 some odd clips, loops, and who
knows what else | have attached all over the place. Some people would have every cell in their
body screaming to get out. | felt like | was in a womb. Unbeknownst to me, Keith had followed
the same path and was close behind me. He had just

seen my light before | had turned it off. He patiently hid

behind a rock precipice for me to come by. He turned off

his light, covered his gauges, controlled his breathing,

and plotted his ambush. A few minutes later, | turned on

my light, and was cruising through this upcoming pinch

point.

All of a sudden, he grabs me. For those of you who
think YOU can multitask, top this: 1 bit through my
mouthpiece, soiled my wetsuit, fogged my facemask,
and gulped two cubic feet of air, all in the first second.

Considering | am the one who started doing this to Keith, |
deserve it. |1 was never as successful as him and | felt duty bound to carry all four of his tanks
back to the car to pay homage to the master. Let us all bow down to Mr. Bithel Keith Price.



What: The Annual Film Festival When: Saturday August, 6, 2011
Time: from 4:30 PM until ??? Where: Perry Creek Winery

Price of Admission: $25.00 advance tickets, $30.00 for non-members and at the door
What you get for that price:

BBQ tri-tip and chicken, green salad, pasta and potato salad, and TWO Perry Creek wine tickets
and an AWESOME show presented by your Club members. Appetizers, desserts, soft drinks and
coffee are on the menu as well - sponsored by AIM.

This is also the evening at which we vote on the images for next year's Club calendar.

Feel free to arrive any time before 4:30 PM and do some wine tasting at Perry Creek - You will
find the owner, Dieter Jurgens pouring his wines behind the tasting counter. The proprietor of
the winery has asked that we limit the amount of alcohol that we bring in to the winery - i.e. refrain
from bringing any non Perry Creek wine, however, he understands if you must bring your own
beer - No hard liquor please.

For more information on the winery, please visit www.perrycreek .com, home of the award
winning Zin Man.

Look for more information regarding this exciting event in the months to come.
Thanks,

Corinne & Holger

Karen Kessel now has an artwork website up and running, and can be found at
www.karenzcreations.com. (Important to use the Z if you want to see OUR very own Karen
Kessel's Creations!).




NCUPS Monterey Shootout Rruth chofre

NCUPS has set the date for our annual photo/video competition in
Monterey and we've changed the name of the competition. The
Monterey Shootout will be held September 9-11, 2011. The
competition starts at 1pm on Friday so that those who want to go boat
diving that afternoon can catch a regularly scheduled afternoon
charter. You can find out more information in a few weeks from the
NCUPS site or our new website www.montereyshootout.com. Check
it out to find out all the other changes we are making to this year's
competition. Hope to see you in September!
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Rocio Del Mar Liveaboard in The Northern Islands of
the Sea of Cortez (We can plan future 9 day trips to Socorro Islands,

too) ... SEPTEMBER 3-10, 2011

$2195.00 Subtract a savings $175 to apply to:

Extra fees: $100 (overland transfer) $100 (nitrox f  or a week)
park fees ($25) = $225 Reduce those coststo only ~ $50 !!
Other cost include: crew tip, bar/boutique bill and R/T airfare
to Phoenix. Total guest space 20..... make one of th  em yours!

JOIN SOME OF YOUR DIVE CLUB BUDDIES AND
OTHER PROVEN FUN FOLKS ON AN EXCITING
TRIP...IT'S A SHORT FLIGHT TO A LITTLE SPOT
JUST SOUTH OF THE BORDER..

LOTS OF DETAILS BELOW... WHY? | KNOW THE DETAILS DIV ERS WANT.....HERE IS AS
MUCH AS CAN FIT ON 2 PAGES ! Welcome to Rocio Del Mar - your 110’ all
steel = sturdy liveaboard , with 10 guest staterooms with ensuite bathrooms and hot

showers to experience the unique splendor of the northern Sea of Cortez. With usually clear,
deep blue waters, abundant sea life, white sand beaches and inspiring vistas. The Sea of Cortez
- known as the Gulf of California - is a breathtaking destination for amazing scuba diving,
snorkeling, sailing, and exploring diverse marine creatures.




Water temperature in the northern Sea of Cortez is usually 72-75F May through June, 75-80F in
July, warming to 85F in August and September,  cooling to 80F or below in October, then
declining to the low 70s during the winter months, and gradually warming again at the end March.
We generally recommend 3mm-5mm wet suits in the summer months, and 5mm to semi-dry in
the winter. Hoods or light hooded vests are always recommended as they protect the areas or
greatest heat loss. Suit to stay warm as you'll be doing multiple daily dives for several days. 4
dives per day conditions permitting.

Most divers fly into Phoenix and shuttle as a group Puerto Pefia _ sco (Rocky Point). Itis a

four hour drive _ on a good road all the way and an interesting view of the beautiful Sonoran
Desert. Stops as needed will be made. Boarding starts any time after 1pm. Boat plans to depart
around 5 pm._ In planning flights... arrive in Phoenix no later than 11 am is advised. Upon return
you will disembark after breakfast... est. 8am for the 4 hour ride back to Phoenix . Schedule
afternoon flights home or plan to stay a day in Phoenix. Due to flight schedules.. be sure you
have insurance.

DAN Insurance is required prior to boarding: Rocio Del Mar’s requirement. Have DAN
PREFERRED! or Travel Guard GOLD Plan. This is hurricane season.... So insurance is extra critical. Ample
warning will precede this trip ..... This is usually a protected area...not 100%

Hike and explore remote uninhabited islets. Take out one of the kayaks during a surface interval.
Dine under the stars in a calm anchorage, socialize with your shipmates and make new friends.
Then settle into a comfortable bunk in your own finely appointed cabin. All in a day aboard Rocio,
along with personalized service to enhance your great dive holiday.

Images from
their website with permission... www.rociodelmarliveaboard.com The next images.. we take
ourselves !!

Rocio Del Mar Liveaboard in The Northern Islands of

the Sea of Cortez SEPTEMBER 3-10, 2011...... $2020 +
$50 other fees* = a total value week ! ~airfare and personal items

additional as noted page one.

More details and how to sign up....... Call Carol, Email Carol, mail deposit as requested below...
join the fun dive bunch. !!

We all could be part of another Pam Wade's group shot this time !!
Seen here with REEF on lounge deck ...This is “one of” her fish counting groups.. !



$ . * 3 * .- x4 - $- 1% *

Day 1: Travel Puerto Penasco, MX | Board the Boat! Enjoy the ride. Set up gear
unpressured.
Day 2: Dive Bahia De Los Bahia De Los Angeles, Isla La Ventana,
Angeles Ensenada Alacran
Day 3: Dive Isla Selspiuedes Lavadero
Day 4: Dive Isla Las Animas Too many to count!
Day 5: Dive Isla Angel del la Vibora, Devil's Point ...
Guardia
Day 6: Dive Puerto Refugio Too many to count!
Day 7: Travel Puerto Penasco, MX | Last day/night on Board the Boat! Enjoy the
stories.
Date Cost per person Total cost for check / Money Payments
Order
Deposit $2195X = $ Deposit: $500 pp
X_ %
May 30™ 2" payment to equal 50% trip | 2" pmt: $600 pp
cost X _ 8
June 30" Final due: $1095 - $175 pp Final: $920 pp
X $
If Cr Card: | VISA/MC/Discover | Final due: $1095 - $95 pp Final: $1000 pp
X $

Make check out to: PATHWAYS TO ADVENTURE TRAVEL M AIL TO: 5253 Bucks Bar
Road Placerville, CA 95667 CONTACT: Carol H errlie for
more details including Credit Card use. = Pathways2Adventure@gmail.com _ or cell: 916-952-
9124

SIGN ME/US UP: Name (s)
: Your

Contact information:
Email phone:

Cancellation Policy: $75 non-refundable for any reason plus 25% non-refundable if cancelled 3-9
months from departure; 50% non-refunded if cancelled 65 to 90 days prior to departure. NO
refunds 65 days before departure.




