Our meetings are normally held at
7:00 PM (social hour at 6:30) the 4th

Wednesday of the month.

Location is Round Table Pizza;

Madison & Greenback.

New Members and guests are always

welcome.

Call 989-1133 to order in advance.

Don't forget to ask for the AIM

discount.

AIM General Meeting ~
AIM Business Meeting ~
AIM General Meeting ~
Spring Shootout ~

AIM Film Festival ~

Dive Report -Dumaguete

AIM Film Festival

The Abstract Challenge

One talented artist

Useful LINKS, DAN Info

AIM Group Trip

Rocio Del Mar / Sea of Cortez Trip

AIM Presentation Calendar (so far)

Mar. 23
Apr. 7
Apr. 27
Apr. 30

Aug. 6

Be sure to visit AIM’s
website at

http://www.sacaim.org

Come to the AIM Meeting
this month to hear about
"Swimmers, Crawlers &
Colors of Sogod Bay" from
Karen Kessel and Jan
Casey, feature presenters.

Dive Reports — Dave Roper
talked about the trip to
Leyte with Karen K, Allen &
Jan. They had 13 days of
rain on a whale shark trip
with no whale sharks and a
trip to the serve-yourself
hospital. And still had a
good time! See Karen and
Jan’s article in the February
Newsletter for more.

Bill Levine went to
Monterey with the
SeaHorses — he got in and
got wet. Water temp was
49 degrees with 30’ vis.

Karen Manly was our
feature presenter, wowing
us with her beautiful video
shot in the Indonesia;
“Critter Capitol” of the world
and had the critters to prove
it. Karen came home with 9

AND you will hear and
see “Wild California”, a
10-minute presentation
from Dennis Wade.

Next was our first photo
competition of the year
with the theme being
“Abstract”. We had 8 still
entries and 2 videos.

Still Image Winners —
3" place —Joe

2" place — Holger

1* place — Karen Kessel

Video Winners —
1* place — tie -Barbara
Bloom & Carol

hours of video and spent 35  aren Kessel's winning image

to 40 hours producing her
24 minute video. We're
glad she did!

One note for your
calendars from Karen
Kessel; “YOSEMITE FALL
COLORS WEEKEND
DATE HAS BEEN
CHANGED TO OCT 29-
30."

Speaking of “Abstract”........
we were given an “Abstract
Challenge” at the meeting.
See page 4 for more info.

Holger’'s image

Joe’s image



Dumaguete, Phlllpplnes by Chuck Bormann

The weather in February was cold and wet. Heck, there was even

snow in the foothills. Hum, there must be a better place to be. Let me

think, ... well certainly, why shouldn’t we be SCUBA diving in the

Philippines.? That resolved, Sharon and | departed Shingle Springs

on a cold and dreary Thursday the 17" and made a rather uneventful

drive to San Francisco. Turning the car in at our favorite “park-n-fly”

went smoothly, and our flights to Dumaguete were both on time. Of

course, it did take a total of twenty-seven hours to finally check-in to the Atlantis Dive Resort, but
what the heck, we're still spring chickens, right? NOT!

While we were checking in, our bags were delivered
to the room, and we even received a short massage
after completing the paper work. One might think
the next stop would be a nice long nap. Nope, it
was off to the dive shop and prepare for a check out
dive to ensure our equipment was working properly.
Sharon’s stuff was fine, but the old guy was over
weight. No, my BCD weight, not me personally. In any case, following a second
dive, all was up to snuff.

The following six days allowed us to pack in twenty some dives and blow many
bubbles under water. Genie, our dive master, showed us around the waters just
off the Atlantis Resort. “Muck diving” in about sixty-feet provided many small
creatures to view and photograph. Sea horses were easy to find and a
surprising number of very small cuddle fish were observed. Surprisingly, a
variety of ghost pipefish also provided nice subjects to capture. An evening dive
to find the elusive Mandarin fish proved successful, though it took many, many
shots to finally obtain a couple of so-so images.

Two days were also devoted to diving the islands

of APO and Siquijor. The islands were nice

diversions from diving the muck and sea grass.
Their walls provided reefs with quite a diversity of sea life. Two dives in

the morning were followed by a fine BBQ lunch that was prepared
from the stern of the boat. A small shopping

spree further allowed the ladies to enjoy

themselves on the island of APO during our

lunch break. Following the third dive of

the day, we would motor the thirty to forty-

five minutes back to Atlantis.



The folks at Atlantis were wonderful in assisting us, both on land and
while diving. The biggest obstacle to encounter while diving was
walking the plank. Yes, there was a plank to walk; though, not to Black
Beards standards. Even here the boat crew was exceptional in
helping you on and off, particularly those of us with fairly large
cameras.

The five-star restaurant provided a wide range of delicious meals, beautifully presented; and our
bungalow was quite comfortable, very close to the dive shop, restaurant, and camera room.

Yes, it was a wonderful time of the year to be in the Indo-Pacific Region.
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The ABSTRACT CHALLENGE by carol

! | ** 4+

At the last meeting we had a mini-comp on "Abstract". | offered a fun challenge to all to take some of the inspiration
and tips brought up at the meeting and suggested we all go home and practice. Put into practice those points, go on
line and do a "search" for "abstract photography" and see what you can find to further inspire you. Going diving may
not be an option so.... take creative shots on some topside subjects. Look at a subject and then.... look beyond the
obvious. Have fun and.. share with us. Bring your images on a flash dive to share at the meeting. Part of our Mission
Statement at AIM is to share ideas, techniques and enhance our image making skills. | am hoping that with all the
good tips and pearls the membership and guests bring to us each month that we can go out and practice them to
expand on our talents. This months' challenge... build on abstract images concepts. Lets see what everyone can come

up with. Here are some samples.......

Carol Carol

Kathy

One Talented Artist ....... We are fortunate to have many talented AIM Members. Below is one of
Karen Kessel's latest art pieces, and as you can see; it really helps to be a diver!

“California Dreamin

”m

by Karen Kessel



ONLINE SUPPORT on all aspects of image making:_ www.ppsop.net Photoshop courses, lots of pearls on all aspects

of image making. Applicable to stills and video. Learn to take a

perfect picture from their professional instructors.

Online Photography Courses - The Perfect Picture School of Photography = ppsop

If you are not already
a DAN PREFERRED member.. you should sign up.
Great coverage including travel interruption
coverage. Max Life Benefits: $10,000. The insurance
is underwritten by Travel Guard Travel Protection.
Not exactly the same coverage. Straight DAN covers
you.. Travel Guard will also covers your partnerédi
buddy/etc if one is not able to make a trip or lmees
ill on trip. GREAT VALUE protection.. so everyone
should have DAN PREFERRED.. helps with
equipment coverage, too. Travel Guard is a good
backup. Carol

AIM GFOUD TI’iD Carol Herrlie

| have not heard back from anyone re: interest..[3ease let me know preference. | know the budgest

$2000 plus or minus for a week.

Cabo Pulmo: anyone interested in going.. Late October? Betwkhanksgiving and Christmas ( Friday

Nov 25-Dec 2) Before all the holiday parties.
Florida Keys: Suggestion is for July or September> n

eed feedback

Catalina 4 days in mid to late SeptemberRNeed feedback if anyone interested. Least costill afptions.

Drive. Hotel stay. Local dive sites close to Catal

The Sea of Cortez: September 3-10, 2011 week on a Liveaboard, Rocio Del Mar; 4 didag/for 5
days (4 dives dependent on conditions) $2195 + $28&es (Transfer $100, Nitrox $100, Park fee/taxe
$25) Group discount is $175 so... $2220 + airfarBhoenix - $175 =$2045 + airfare from SFO abo@0$2

$220

™ Travel
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Rocio Del Mar Liveaboard in the Northern Islands of the Sea of Co  rtez

(We can plan future 9 day trips to Socorro Islands,

too) SEPTEMBER 3-10, 2011



$2195.00 subtracta savings $175 to apply to:

Extra fees: $100 (overland transfer) $100 (nitrox f  or a week)
park fees ($25) = $225 Reduce those coststo only ~ $50 !!
Other cost include: crew tip, bar/boutique bill and R/T airfare
to Phoenix. Total guest space 20..... make one of th  em yours!

JOIN SOME OF YOUR DIVE CLUB BUDDIES AND
OTHER PROVEN FUN FOLKS ON AN EXCITING
TRIP...IT'S A SHORT FLIGHT TO ALITTLE SPOT
JUST SOUTH OF THE BORDER .

LOTS OF DETAILS BELOW... WHY? | KNOW THE DETAILS DIV ERS WANT.....HERE IS AS MUCH AS CAN FIT
ON 2 PAGES ! Welcome to Rocio Del Mar - your 110’ all steel = sturdy liveaboard , with 10 guest
staterooms with ensuite bathrooms and hot showers to experience the unique splendor of the northern Sea of
Cortez. With usually clear, deep blue waters, abundant sea life, white sand beaches and inspiring vistas. The Sea of
Cortez - known as the Gulf of California - is a breathtaking destination for amazing scuba diving, snorkeling, sailing,
and exploring diverse marine creatures.

Water temperature in the northern Sea of Cortez is usually 72-75F May through June, 75-80F in July, warming to 85F

in August and September, cooling to 80F or below in October, then declining to the low 70s during the winter
months, and gradually warming again at the end March. We generally recommend 3mm-5mm  wet suits in the
summer months, and 5mm to semi-dry in the winter. Hoods or light hooded vests are always recommended as they
protect the areas or greatest heat loss. Suit to stay warm as you’ll be doing multiple daily dives for several days. 4
dives per day conditions permitting.

Most divers fly into Phoenix and shuttle as a group Puerto Pefia  sco (Rocky Point). It is a four hour drive  on a
good road all the way and an interesting view of the beautiful Sonoran Desert. Stops as needed will be made.
Boarding starts any time after 1pm. Boat plans to depart around 5 pm. In planning flights... arrive in Phoenix no
later than 11 am is advised. Upon return you will disembark after breakfast... est. 8am for the 4 hour ride back to
Phoenix . Schedule afternoon flights home or plan to stay a day in Phoenix. Due to flight schedules.. be sure you
have insurance.

DAN Insurance is required prior to boarding: Rocio Del Mar’s requirement. Have DAN PREFERRED! or Travel Guard
GOLD Plan. This is hurricane season.... So insurance is extra critical. Ample warning will precede this trip ..... This is usually a
protected area...not 100%

Hike and explore remote uninhabited islets. Take out one of the kayaks during a surface interval. Dine under the stars
in a calm anchorage, socialize with your shipmates and make new friends. Then settle into a comfortable bunk in your
own finely appointed cabin. All in a day aboard Rocio, along with personalized service to enhance your great dive
holiday.

Images from their website with permission... www.rociodelmarliveaboard.com The next images.. we take ourselves !!

Rocio Del Mar Liveaboard in The Northern Islands of the Sea of
Cortez SEPTEMBER 3-10, 2011...... $2020 + $50 other fees* = a

total value week ! ~airfare and personal items additional as noted pag e one.

More details and how to sign up....... Call Carol, Email Carol, mail deposit as requested below... join the fun dive
bunch. !!



We all could be part of another Pam Wade’'s group shot this time !!
Seen here with REEF on lounge deck ...This is “one of” her fish counting groups.. !
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Day 1: Travel Puerto Penasco, MX Board the Boat! Enjoy the ride. Set up gear
unpressured.
Day 2: Dive Bahia De Los Angeles | Bahia De Los Angeles, Isla La Ventana, Ensenada
Alacran
Day 3: Dive Isla Selspiuedes Lavadero
Day 4: Dive Isla Las Animas Too many to count!
Day 5: Dive Isla Angel del la Vibora, Devil's Point ...
Guardia
Day 6: Dive Puerto Refugio Too many to count!
Day 7: Travel Puerto Penasco, MX Last day/night on Board the Boat! Enjoy the stories.
+. .
Date Cost per person Total cost for check / Money Payments
Order
Deposit $2195 X = $ Deposit: $500 pp
X _$
May 30" 2" payment to equal 50% trip 2" pmt: $600 pp
cost X_$
June 30" Final due: $1095 - $175 pp Final: $920 pp
X $
If Cr Card: | VISA/MC/Discover | Final due: $1095 - $95 pp Final: $1000 pp
X $

Make check out to: PATHWAYS TO ADVENTURE TRAVEL M AIL TO: 5253 Bucks Bar Road Placerville, CA
CONTACT: Carol Herrlie for more detail
or cell: 916-952-9124

95667

Pathways2Adventure@gmail.com

SIGN ME/US UP: Nam

e (s):

Your Contact information: Email

phone:

S including Credit Card use.

Cancellation Policy: $75 non-refundable for any reason plus 25% non-refundable if cancelled 3-9 months from
departure; 50% non-refunded if cancelled 65 to 90 days prior to departure.  NO refunds 65 days before departure.



AIM Presentation Calendar (so far

Presentation/Event Date Name Presentation Title
10-minute March 23 Dennis “Wild California”
Feature (approx. 45 min) March 23 Karen K & Jan Casey "Swimmers, Crawlers &

Colors of Sogod Bay"
10-minute April 27 Mini-Comp “Things in Pairs”
Feature (approx. 45 min) April 27 Gina Flaharty “Wellness Travel”
Spring Shootout April 30 kkk ko
10-minute May 25
Feature (approx. 45 min) May 25
10-minute June 22
Feature (approx. 45 min) June 22 Carol Photo Book how-to
10-minute July 27 Mini-Comp “Topside with Water”
Feature (approx. 45 min) July 27
FILM FESTIVAL August 6 xR Tk
10-minute Sept. 28
Feature (approx. 45 min) Sept. 28

****date change **xxdate change
10-minute Oct. 26
Feature (approx. 45 min) Oct. 26
10-minute Tuesday, Mini-Comp “Let There Be Light”
Nov. 22
Feature (approx. 45 min) Tuesday,
Nov. 22
Holiday Party Dec. 10 ok Forkkx




