Our meetings are normally held at
7:00 PM (social hour at 6:30) the
4th Wednesday of the month.
Location is Round Table Pizza;
Madison & Greenback.

New Members and guests are
always welcome.

Call 989-1133 to order in advance.

Don't forget to ask for the AIM
discount.

AIM General Meeting~ May 27
Long Beach Scuba Show~ May 30-31

http://www.scubashow.com/

AIM Business Meeting ~ June 4
AIM General Meeting ~ June 24
AIM General Meeting ~ July 22
AIM Business Meeting ~ Aug 6

Film Festival on the Mountain~Aug 8

AIM Holiday Party (NEW)~ Dec. 12
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Facilitator: Tom

Dive Reports — Barbara
Leary went to Oahu and
did some diving with
Aaron’s Dive Shop of
Kailua. They will pick you
up from your hotel. She
saw hard corals and lots
of fish.

Howard Homler visited the
Bay Area Scuba Show
(see his report on page 2).

Old Business - Craig
brought official AIM logo
embroidered hats;
available for purchase. If
you get your clothing
items to him, he will have
them embroidered and get
them back to you.

Carl Sweet discussed the
AIM exhibit at the
Unitarian Universalist
Society art show. The
dates are November 9 for
Photo hanging and

Randy Benton will be our
10-minute presenter.
Randy is a photographer
for the Sacramento Bee

and friend of Karen Manly.

November 13 there is a
reception. Carl will
continue to share more
information as it becomes
available.

New Business - Our
second Quarterly photo
competition was held at
the meeting; the theme
being “Schools”. Twelve
still images were
submitted; only one video
was submitted. Winning
still images were
submitted by ~

Glenn - first place
Carol — second place
Joe — third place

Winning video (by default)
went to Kathy Moorse.

Karen tells me Randy
used to run around the
world taking images of
solar eclipses. Randy and
his wife are certified
divers.

Next was a “Shootout in
the Park” recap. The
event was deemed a rip-
roaring-success.

Holger suggested that we
request a biography of
the judges prior to the
event next time. He also
mentioned that at the Zoo
Shootout, there was a
“post shootout summary”
given to participants by
the judges that was very
helpful. We should
consider asking judges to
do that at every event, if
possible. Holger would
also have liked an
“intermediate class” in the
future.

In case you haven't paid
dues for 2009 —they're
DUE!N



Be sure to visit AIM’s
website at

http://www.sacaim.org

After fading away many
years ago, Berkeley White
of Backscatter and a
group of his friends put
together the ‘1% annual
Bay Area Dive Show’ in
San Jose this weekend. |
thought it would be a fun
trip, and got free tickets
that were offered on-line
(thanks, Ruth, for the tip!).
Unfortunately, it meant
that | wasn't able to go to
the AIM shootout.

The Exhibit hall was filled
with 3 rows of exhibit
booths... Dive operators
from all parts of the globe
had their displays, with
oodles of brochures,
DVD'’s, raffle drawings
and pictures of their dive
sites and local critters.
Some exhibits were for
Tech divers—full
facemask outfits and
sophisticated
communication devices
(their brochure had divers
wearing their gear and
carrying machine guns!)...
There were commercial
diving booths and a
variety of scuba gear and
wet/dry suit vendors, too.
Wetpixel displayed their
new magazine. NCUPS
had a table, as did the
San Jose Dive Club,
Flipper-Dippers.
Backscatter had a few
tables filled with cameras
ranging from small digital
to the mega camera that
you'd have to have help
handling underwater.
Sea-side clothing and
custom jewelry rounded

out the display.

The lectures suffered to
some extent because of
the acoustics of the facility
and inability to block out
some ambient light from
other parts of the building.
The small classrooms
were constructed from
sheets strung across to
make separate
compartments beyond the
display tables. Sound
from one presentation
often competed with
another, due to the limited
acoustic shielding the
sheets provided.

Some of the lectures |
attended included Richie
Kohler’'s presentation on
the expedition to the
Britannica, which showed
the amount of work it took
to mount an exploration
and photo-documentary of
a sunken ship in deep
water. Robert Lee and
Clinton Bauder showed
pictures from their
exploration of deep water
away from the usual
Monterey dive sites, and
Eric Cheng showed hair-
raising photos of his
voyage with the anti-
whaling activists on one of
their voyages.

Berkeley White gave an
outstanding presentation
the next day on photo tips
and tricks for wide-angle
photography. He showed
his favorite ‘jump-in’
settings for his camera
and how he used the RGB
histogram to correct errors

in the shots before they
happen. He also
discussed how he
prioritized his use of
manual settings for
shutter speed and
aperture size.

There were several
presentations going on
simultaneously, so | only
got to sample a few. |
saw Amos Nachoum
present “Diving with Big
Animals.” Without using
a shark cage, he would
photograph huge tiger
and great white sharks.
He showed incredible
photos of great white’s
smiling at the camera
(perhaps smiling at the
potential meal behind the
camera?). He showed
his award-winning photos
of sailfish knocking out
herring with their bills,
after herding them into a
large bait ball. Other
presentations included
‘How to pack for dive
travel,” “Dives of
Northern California,’
‘Research, Skill and
Luck: The art of
shipwreck ID,’ etc.

After entering a variety of
contests (need not be
present to win) and filling
up my tote-bag with
brochures, magazines,
postcards and DVD's, |
called it a day and
returned to Sacramento.
I'll bring the material to
our next AIM meeting...
H2



Photos by Holger

New Aquatic Image Maker is born. By Carol Herrlie

Image by Leilani

Image of Leilani by Carol.
St Vincent Sunset

AlMers.... the competition has just gotten tougher... New kid on the block is taking very impressive images: still AND
video... Her first appearance in the competition venue will be at the June "What is it?" and... then the Film Festival in
August..!! Well done Leilani! Welcome to the crazy world of image making. BTW: she knows what is now involved
with the taking, editing and making slide shows.. AKA: many hours in front of the computer and a renewed
appreciation of the rest of the AIM club members who do the same.






Image by Joe Sunrise fish @ 140’ Image by Joe 4-5 ft Baracuda..HUGE !!! Image by Carol One of many eel varieties

Images by Carol A couple of the of the blenny critters Image by Carol Textures of soft and hard corals
Fish counters Pam, Ann and Richard  were kept busy with their slates and Leilani and Bess join as AIMs newest image
finding lots of common, uncommon and surprises. Photographers and makers.

videographers were the only thing spawning on this trip... LOTS of new shooters ..
and they are awesome ! Look out AIM the competition is getting tougher. New to
the craziness of image taking, editing and hours of computer time are: Bess,
Sabra, Leilani ( see separate story on that new addict) and Barbara. Yes our
video-expert Barbara is now shooting stills. Not totally by desire. She joined a
wonderful group of photographers in the Flooder Club... Happens to us all at some
time, and for Barbara it happened on day 1 ! Ecks! Thanks to Dennis he had a
back-up system and it even came with pool training sessions for Barbara, Bess
and Leilani. The nakedness of Barbara underwater without something in her
hands was wonderfully remedied... and video and stills from her will certainly
follow soon. Ken is the only hold-out for film... yes that stuff that comes in a
canister and allows you only 36 shots per dive!! He is weaning himself.... He has a
digital for topside and does wonderful digital images, too. Trying to “simplify” | only
took my video system. Joe was kind enough to allow me to pry the D-100 from his Image by Joe From Group shot
tightly clinched fingers on the last two days !! Thank you, Joe. Not only for the
camera but your great eye underwater for spotting subjects. | could not convince
him to shoot the video.. so Barbara took it for a day.

Others with terrific images to be shared will
be showing up soon we hope from Dennis,
Knobby, Ken, Sabra and, of course, Joe...
and me, too !! A big thanks to fish spotters
and wonderful dive buddies Margie and
Caroline.

Our non-dive day allowed for 10 of us to hire a van and local driver to tour a good portion of the island. We visited old churches in
Kingstown: St. George’s Anglican Cathedral 1800 and St. Mary’s Catholic Cathedral 1819. We had a lovely tour, by the
knowledgeable lan, of the The Botanical Gardens which are the oldest in the Western Hemisphere, Founded in 1762; An earlier
visit by those without gear on day one was made in the rain to Fort Charlotte on Berkshire Hill . Nice old fork with nice views
overlooking the current capital city of Kingstown. We also visited the set where parts of the first Pirates of the Caribbean was
filmed... and where Johnny Depp once walked! Our last lunch was one of our best meals on the recommendation of our guide,
Desmond. A local eatery and hotel in Kingstown, The Cobblestone Inn. Wonderful. Reasonable. A perfect end to a wonderful day of
wild rides on narrow mountain roads and beautiful tropical island scenery. We also saw the early stages for a new International
Airport which is in large part supported by Taiwan ... and hopefully the stimulus Liat Airlines needs to be more consumer friendly.
Story submitted and trip experienced with smiles. C arol




Gold Country Shootout, Coloma California — April 18, 2009
FLASH! HOLGER FUERST REACHES NEW HEIGHTS IN COLOMA!!

By Craig Brookey

Yes, the BIG WINNER of the AIM
Gold Country Shootout in Coloma
was none other than one of our
2009 Co Facilitators, Mr Holger
Fuerst — or — as he is now
affectionately referred to as “Tiger
Woods” of Photo Competitions.
Tiger, | mean Holger, not only
captured ALL FOUR of the FIRST
PLACE awards in the OPEN
category, he also was awarded a
beautiful plaque for BEST of
SHOW.

The First Place winners in the
Novice category were Bess
Eiermann for both Aquatic and
Close-up Images, Perry Spetz for
Wide Angle and Kathy Owens for
Creative Image.

Additionally, there were another
16, 2" and 3" place winners in
both the Novice and Open

Classifications. Congratulations to

the Novices in the group who did

quite well and captured some very

unigue images.

Judges Betty Sederquist and
Michale Schumacker, both of
whom are Professional
Photographers, commented on the
abilities of all the participants. They
were very impressed. We hope to
see them again at the Annual AIM
Film Festival in August.

The weather could not have been
better for the event with blue skies
and pleasant temperatures. Some
folks took advantage of the early
morning light while others decided
to sleep in. Either way — all had
plenty of opportunities. Gold
Nuggets were handed out to
everyone when they signed in for a
FUN competition and the two lucky
winners were Barbara Bloom who
walked away with a very nice AIM
hat for choosing and toting the
largest nugget and a gift certificate
to Rudy’s Hideaway was won by
Carol Herrlie. Winner, Winner,
Lobster for Dinner!!

Special thanks goes to Betty Norvell
who not only secured our location for
the after shoot Pot Luck dinner and
Awards, but also was responsible for
finding the two judges for us. Much
appreciation to Chris at American
River Resort for the great discount
and to Barbara Leary who did a
great job organizing the Pot Luck
items. Whereas everyone
contributed some very yummy
dishes, kudos to Carol and Joe
Herrlie who went the extra mile by
supplying the “Industrial Size” pot of
stew. Last but not least, my
appreciation to Glenn Marshall, who
while trying to eat his dinner, did a
fantastic job arranging and
displaying all the images. Much
thanks to you all.

It was my pleasure to lead this event
and | certainly appreciate all the
support | received from everyone. |
will look forward to our next “In Club”
Competition.



Novice, Creative

Third Place — Barbara Bloom

Best of Show by Holger Fuerst

Novice, wide angle

First place - Perry Spetz

Open, Wide Angle

Second Place — Michelle Reaves

A few Gold Country Shootout Images

Novice, water category

First Place - Bess Eiermann

Novice, Creative

First Place — Kathy Owens



Open, Water Open, Creative

Second Place - Karen Kessel First Place — Holger Fuerst
Open, Creative
Second Place — Glenn Marshall
Novice, Wide Angle Open, Wide Angle
Second Place - Bill Third Place — Michael Chofre
Knoblauch

A request from all AIM Members: send your images to Chuck for the website.
csbormann@sbcglobal.net  Each member can add th  eir images...It is time for some fresh images!

Order your special AIM Glasses now in time for the Film Festival on the Mountain.... Great for any beverage:
Lemonade; beer, wine, coke, Pepsi, Iced tea, water and.. whatever. Even great for milk!
We are now taking orders.. and could be taken home now or wait until the festival. $6 each. Bring your check to the

AIM meeting on the May 27"...Limited supply...don’t miss out . ORDER NOW !




