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Our meetings are normally held at 
7:00 PM (social hour at 6:30) the 4th 
Wednesday of the month.  Location is 
Round Table Pizza; Madison & 
Greenback.  
 
New Members and guests are always 
welcome. 
 
Call 989-1133 to order in advance. 
Don’t forget to ask for the AIM 
discount. 
~~~ 
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AIM General Meeting ~                      Sept 23 

AIM Business Meeting ~                      Oct 1 

Fall Colors Shoot  ~                          Sept. 26 

   OR       Oct. 3   

Image Display & Reception ~           Nov 12 

Pigeon Point Lighthouse ~                 Nov 14 

Cabo Pulmo Trip ~         Nov 14-21 

AIM Holiday Party ~                         Dec. 19 

 

~~~ 
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Thanks to Mr. Craig 
Brookey; we will have a 
video presentation that 
features Dewitt Jones.  
Dewitt has had multiple 
distinguished careers as 
a freelance photographer 
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���� for National Geographic, a 

motion picture director, 
and an author. His column, 
“Basic Jones” appears 
monthly in Outdoor 
Photographer Magazine. 

Our own Karen Kessel 
(also an award winning 
photographer) will give a 
10-minute presentation on 
Cozumel. 
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Here's the sanitation engineer report (thanks Joe!). The AIM Festival went 
through 24 bottles of wine, 2.5 lbs of aluminum cans, 3 lbs of plastic, 8 bags of 
trash, and 10 rolls of toilet paper. Joe has receipts from the recycling and 
material recovery station [dump] to prove it. Not bad for 78 people! 

                             Joe takes cover shot honors. 

 

         See full story and pictures on the following pages. 

Be sure to visit AIM’s 
website at 
http://www.sacaim.org 
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7th ANNUAL FILM FESTIVAL A HUGE SUCCESS, article by Carol Herrlie, AKA MA 

                                                                       Photos by Joe Herrlie 

Huge in numbers of attendees (78), huge in quality images in this years’ calendar competition, huge in 
yummy BBQ dinner, huge in prizes and pretty huge in fundraising too! A HUGE THANK YOU to all the 
helpers, contributors and participants who helped make this our “most huge” event to date.  

   

           Before……………………………During…. ………………………………………………………………………....  

 

The setting, I must say so myself, was beautiful and blessed by cooler August weather. Many thanks go out 
to Joe who did A LOT of  pre-festival property clean up to add to the beauty of the venue. We enjoy hosting 
the event… helps us set a goal each year to add just a little more to the naturally beautiful setting… What 
will the newly retired Joe have in mind for next year?  Date will be determined at the October 1st business 
meeting.  

 

                                                        

Breezeway was prefect for checking in and checking out the walls of art and “outside the frame” items.  

The membership made the biggest effort this year for “thinking outside the frame” . We had professionally 
framed and displayed marine image art (Glenn) (Karen Kessel) , paper machete 3-D framed leafy sea 
dragon (Karen Kessel), wood carved outlet covers (Dennis Wade), transparent images (Carol Herrlie), a 
time exposed night shot with 26 image stitched panorama image of Victoria Habour (Holger Fuerst) and 
marine pottery (guest: Valerie Surjna www.surjanglass.com )  We also had our first well stocked AIM 
Boutique of AIM with our very impressive embroidered logo. (Craig Brookey, Karin Mays)  In celebration of 
AIM’s 10th Year Anniversary , members brought images from events, trips, photo shoots, holiday gatherings 
and made several memorable collages… What great memories have been created by this organizations’ 
fun times. We will keep these collages and add to them as memories and good times are recorded. Keep 
those activity prints coming !  
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    What is Holger doing? Flamingo pose?          ..and Dennis… Are you OK?      …this group is viewing and voting!! 

 

The images for the calendar composition this year were, oh my, fantastic. Everyone has come so far with their images. 
This year’s winner was indeed the favorite of all. A beautiful shot of a pair of mating mandarin fish. The difficulty of 
getting this image was appreciated and the sharpness of the shot earned Joe Herrlie his second cover shot.. Well 
done!  

 

                          

First place “large image” group………………………………second place members with small image winners. 

 

The other votes were very very close according to the tally committee headed by Sandy Bisbee. Assisted by new 
member Pamela Carlson and guest Kate Tibbitts. 12 images will have large images, 12 will have smaller images and 
the other 12 will find a deserving place in the 2010 AIM Calendar. Barbara Leary appreciated everyone for bringing 
images on flash drives and for completing their descriptive forms. It is possible that a finished calendar may be 
available for view at the September meeting… and soon afterwards ready for purchase. BRING YOUR CHECK 
BOOKS… This year they are sure to go fast …again.  
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       Kitchen crew: Corinne, Barbara, Ann. MC Carol                              BBQ Pros: David and Cayle 

A highlight of any party is the food… and it was wonderful group effort. Everyone brought very interesting hors’s, 
salads and deserts and AIM provided the meat and “AIM Spinach Pecan-Fruit Salad”.. an festival favorite. By choice 
Barbara Bloom and Corinne Fuerst, with long time AIM supporter “Sister Ann” Pendelton had kitchen duty….hours and 
hours of kitchen duty… I repeat: by choice. There were many who offered help and were put to work, too. They 
developed a routine and it worked so well that taking a break was not desired.  

Outside the BBQ talents were covered by Cayle Little and long time AIM Supporter Dave Ford. Their timing and  BBQ 
skills brought the tritip and chicken dinner together flawlessly…everyone would agree quite tasty, too.  

Raffle contributors were most generous this year….lots of wonderful choices. Your AIM treasury contributed: $400 in 
gift certificates to our 3 supporting dive shops, animal flashlights from REI, embroidery logos to hats, bags, polo shirts, 
fleece vests, and long sleeve t-shirts. These items now carrying the AIM logo were donated by my sister, Linda 
Westwood who owns Safe Designs, advertising merchandize company. She also brought note pads, leather travel 
mugs, first aid kits and computer gadgets. Mike and Michele made their first festival appearance which was a real treat 
to all. Every year their generous contributions to AIM is so appreciated. This year among their top item were Hog 
Mask, travel bags, and a large gear bag. Kate and Tom Fuquay of FishEye Scuba donated a pair of spit fins and a 
sweatshirt. Andy’s Scuba donated a gift certificate. 2 full 2009 Tax Preparations were donated by Paul Bisbee. Cali 
Color donated $100 in gift certificates. Member art donations: Leafy Sea Dragon by Karen Kessel and the panorama 
of Victoria Harbour by Holger. GRAND ITEM : A 7D trip for 2 with 5 days of diving at Mariners Hotel in St Vincent with 
diving donated by Bill Tewes of Dive St Vincent was obtained by me after our AIM to this Caribbean resort in May. An 
open biding “battle” resulted in an additional $545 for our treasury and a over $1500 valued trip went to the highest 
bidder.. Perry Spitz and Kathy Owen… Congratulations and thanks for your contribution to your club.  

            

When the dinner was over and the sun began to set our projected show began. Everyone found a comfortable chair or 
spot on the lawn, grabbed some desert/coffee or another glass of wine and enjoyed a great show. Special thanks to 
the technical teamwork of  Joe Herrlie, Tom Moorse, and Glenn Marshall for keeping the program moving and 
balancing the sound. We made history this year… no technical snags which delayed the show. We have learned!     8 
members and 1 guest had a program this year. Program contributors in alphabetic order were: Barbara Bloom, Ruth 
Chofre, Bess Eiermann, Carol Herrlie, Joe Herrlie, Karen Manly, Glenn Marshall, Dennis Wade and Martin Zaske 
(friend of member Lyn Schratz of Reno) They filled the screen was wonderful variety,  were most entertaining and very 
well done. Each year the programs reflect how much we have learned and it is terrific.  It is not too early to start putting 
together your program for next year… Get those creative energies moving. Got an idea.. write it down and make it 
happen !  



 � �

 

 

… So,  our 7th Annual Film Festival on the Mountain has come and gone. Thanks to… “ALL OF US  !!” for a most 
successful event. It is now time to look toward our 8th Annual Festival in 2010 ….date… yet to be determined. A date 
will be made at the October 1st Business meeting at Round Table Pizza in Orangevale.  

                                 

                                       Thank you to all for this years great success. Carol Herrlie, Festival Coordinator, MA 

 

AIM CALENDAR COVER IMAGE, by Joe Herrlie 

                                                      

��������������������������������������������������� ������������������

�
��������������	
����
�����������������	
����
�����������������	
����
�����������������	
����
���� ���

We have been to Tahoe for previous Fall Colors Photo Shoot… We practiced time exposure under the moonlight and 
“painting with flashlights” and had a great time hiking in the Sierras. This year the plan is to go to the Vineyards of El 
Dorado County: image taking with the golden hour light of morning and evening, a picnic with local wine sampling and 
then catch the golden light of sunset. This will be a photo event with technical support for shooting out-of-doors with 
members-helping-members concept…. Not a competition… a fun and learning event.  

New information!!  Dates to be confirmed at the Sept 23rd AIM meeting: we will choose Sat Sept 26th or Sat October 
3rd. 
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The Northern California Underwater Photographic Society Announces its 45th Annual International 
Underwater Photographic Competition and the Bob Commer Award of Excellence in Underwater 
Photography  
 
This "mail-in" underwater digital still and print photography, and underwater videography 
competition is open to amateur photographers and videographers from around the world.  Award 
sponsors of the SEA 2009 competition, with prizes totaling in the tens of thousands of dollars, 
include SCUBA ecotourism resorts, travel agencies, and luxury live-aboards, as well as SCUBA 
and photography equipment manufacturers.  Sponsors include: Nai'a Cruises, Fiji; Kararu Cruises, 
Indonesia; Bilikiki Cruises, Solomon Islands; MV Febrina, Papua New Guinea; Pindito Dive 
Cruises, Indonesia; Manthiri, Maldives; Stormcase, Lowepro, SanDisk, Ultralight Control Systems, 
Ikelite, and Backscatter Underwater Photo and Video.  Previous competitions have brought in 
hundreds of the finest still image, print, and video entries from underwater photographers and 
videographers around the world! 

The SEA 2009 underwater photographic competition will issue awards for the best work in 
categories including Macro, Wide Angle, Underwater California, and Marine Conservation; a 
traditional print category; and a digital creative category. Added in 2009 is an additional video 
category, Video Snapshots. With the new Video Snapshots category and the continuing Classic 
Video category, videographers of all levels will have an opportunity to participate in the 
competition. In the creative categories entrants are encouraged to use any and all tools available 
to express their individual creativity.  

The SEA International Competition Best of Show, in addition to a selected prize from the prize list, 
is awarded the prestigious Bob Commer Award of Photographic Excellence! All media; digital still, 
print and video, are eligible to win this prestigious award! The winner of the Bob Commer Award 
receives $500.00 and a handcrafted glass trophy of an underwater photographer. (For additional 
info: http://www.ncups.org/commer.html).  

Continuing this year at the SEA competition is the Marine Conservation Category. Underwater 
photographers have a responsibility to educate other divers and non-divers about issues related to 
the marine environment. Underwater photographers have first-hand experience with environmental 
issues and the means to illustrate them to those who have limited or no underwater experience.  
The entries in this category should illustrate a marine conservation issue; whether it is an 
endangered or rare species or environment, an illustration of a non-sustainable fishery; or 
something positive, such as re-growth of an environment, return of an endangered species, or an 
illustration of the benefits of artificial reefs.  The Marine Conservation Category is open to still 
images taken underwater anywhere in the world.  Entries should include a maximum 75-word 
description about where the image was taken, the story behind the image, and why it was 
important to the photographer to take the image and tell the story.  
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Still images only will be accepted in the Marine Conservation category. Proceeds will be donated 
to a marine conservation/environmental educational organization at NCUPS' discretion. All of the 
entries of the Marine Conservation category will be displayed with their descriptions on a special 
NCUPS marine conservation webpage (visit the NCUPS website http://www.ncups.org to view 
previous winners and entries). 
 
Entries will be accepted beginning August 1, 2009 with all entries due by October 9, 2009. Please 
make sure to mail your entries in early in order to be received by the deadline. There will be no 
grace period! Winning entries will be announced on the NCUPS website by November 1, 2009. 
Download Rules, Regulations, and the Entry Form from the NCUPS website at 
http://www.ncups.org.  

 

The Northern California Underwater Photographic Society, one of the oldest and most prestigious 
underwater photography clubs in the United States, possibly the world, promotes conservationism 
and environmental protection through the membership's shared passion in underwater 
photography and videography.  Established in 1957, NCUPS sponsors educational events on both 
underwater photography and video while promoting awareness of the underwater environment and 
pertinent ecological issues. For more information on the NCUPS organization, meetings, and on 
how to join please visit the NCUPS website at http://www.ncups.org. 
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